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The inaugural meeting of the Coventry Astronomical and
Meteorological Society was held in Room A5 of the
Coventry Technical College, formerly at The Butts,
Coventry, on Friday 20" November 1939 at 6.30pm. The
location was due to the fact that many of the founder
members were college staff. The meteorological element
was apparently so that amateur meteorologists could
contribute information to the “Air Ministry”.

That the Society began its existence some 2% months after
war had been declared reflects the prevailing belief at the
time that “it (the war) would be over by Christmas” but, as
we all know now, this was not to be the case and after a
meeting of the Junior Section on Friday 6" October 1940
had to be “cancelled owing to air raids”, an entry in the
minutes book the following week - Friday 13" (what else!) -
states, “meetings abandoned for duration of war.”

It has since been remarked that “viewing conditions in the
blacked out city must have been marvellous compared to
those prevailing today”. It is not known how many
members had their own telescopes, certainly nothing like
the approximately 80% of current members, but it is
documented that, at the Society’s second meeting of 30"
November 1939, a Captain G. T. Smith-Clarke of Gibbet Hill,
Coventry, expressed an intention to donate his own Solar
Observatory complete with a telescope “a superb 6X%“
Cooke refractor on an equatorial mount with clock drive”
to the Society but, until that could be installed on the roof
at the Technical College, observing sessions were arranged
at his home.

After the war, meetings of the Society were resumed in the
same room, at about the same hour, on Friday 7t
November 1945 and the following year, Capt. Smith-Clarke
became its President. In his address at the AGM of 4™
October, “he stressed the necessity for members to
possess their own telescopes however small and hoped
that some members would be stimulated to make their

”

own .

He made good his offer of his telescope to the Society; its
installation in its new location was duly completed and on
Thursday 20" April 1947, it was declared open.

t

¢tKS / 20SYGNR YR 2 NWAO]JAKANB ! AaGNRYy2YAOLE {20ASGe o/ ! 2!
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F2N) GKS 21 NBAOlTaKANBS {20ASieod

| & G NPCYK2SY A2 FNB A{ (B GAKSAGNS
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In 1959, a member of the Coventry Astronomical Society — a
Mr M.J.O. Green who “was extremely knowledgeable on the
subject of astronomy, optics and design” advertised in the
local press for people interested in astronomy, particularly in
the building of telescopes. It attracted a small number of like-
minded individuals and effectively became an Astronomical
Workshop interested in the “construction of astronomical
telescopes (for the) study of Astronomy in all its aspects”.
Interestingly, at that time, building your own telescope was
popular enough for the magazine, “Practical Mechanics” of
January and February 1958, to produce instruction on how to
do it; the February edition being headed, “A 6” Telescope
Mirror — grinding the mirror disc; testing for accuracy;
polishing and figuring.”

The 6% inch Cooke remained on the roof of the Technical
College until 1994 when the College revised its conditions for
access to and use of the observatory. The revised conditions
included: access to it only up to 9pm Mondays-Thursdays in
term time; named persons to give reasonable advance notice
to Reception before their visit; visitor’s passes to be obtained
and signed for at each visit; no Society member should have
their own key, and each person should pay £5 per hour or part
hour. These revised conditions were not acceptable to the
Society and, after some further debate as to the actual
ownership of the telescope, CAWAS moved their meetings to
Earlsdon Methodists’ Church hall and have been there ever
since. A small team from CAWAS disassembled the telescope
and it was put into storage. The dome of an about-to-be-
demolished newspaper kiosk was acquired for free and put
into storage too — then they ran out of enthusiasm!

In 1995, the telescope was then loaned to Warwick University
who had plans to build an observatory for it but this never
came to fruition. For several years, it was on display in the
foyer of the Physics Department until CAWAS decided to put it
on auction. It was bought by the Oxford Mills Observatory in
Ontario, Canada and shipped there. The Oxford Mills
Observatory is part of a hotel/homestead and the owners
were keen for it to be used regularly by guests and others.
KO LYK K ¢ ¢ @BAESININER 2 NE ©2 NH

E IS
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N S X & - & anniversaries of the two societies a special meeting was
t B a S y- u 5 € held in November 2019 with three cakes, and other
refreshments. This was followed by an excellent lecture by
Julian Onions “One Giga Year at a Time”.

The CAWAS tries to cater for all levels of knowledge and
ability. It does have equipment that can be loaned to
members — including, currently, a solar telescope — most L
members (approximately 80% of them) have their own LNBYS w:z
instruments. The Society organises regular observing
sessions from reasonably dark sites and occasional public

events on eclipse or transit days. There are twelve monthly b 2 lj é F N‘:E Y' l:l K S 9 |VQ 7\ lj

meetings a year in which guest speakers are invited, Sky | L A %5 G ,
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It has become apparent to me over the years that there are a F2GNRP220KSERIY A YBS (I KR INI AIAKYSAND |
small number of astronomical societies who make it 08 ofS (2 Q@aRérGR IYIyrY&20
exceptionally difficult for an enquiring member of the public IAPSY ylIyYSa 27F | Oz2ydGlF OG LIS
to talk to them regarding a forthcoming meeting or event. 3SySara 2F o0SO2YAy3 | 3SONB
You may think you have it all covered in your webpage, but A . L R R A
what if the visitor has hearing difficulties and wants to know if l h y 0S l 3 IL A 3[ z er SELJS NA $)f OVS,,, Kl
there is a hearing loop installed in the hall?, or does the hall sKSy U ff S N‘E . A a }/? N:'B' L‘]El' 9Y, IA b fIff
have disabled access?, what is the local parking like by the T2 N‘] UKS Nba ,L‘]? )/fi S u2 a SVQSA N‘} t A
venue at that time of day?, or maybe they want to talk 2t B @ A »L ¥ L g SN . b vLJNiE a LJS O»e @AS
o a20ASieée Z2NJUNE 02 UYR Fy20KS!I
through the level that the talk is aimed (expert or layperson)
or can they bring their young teenager? — these are butafew 9§ hy 200l aA2ya L KIFI @S GNASR {:
reasons that a member of the public may wish to seek further O2y il OG F2NJ az2yYS &a20ASaS5a I a
information that is frequently not described in advertising a2t SR Ay | ¥S¢ YAydziSa RA&O
material. dzLJ a4 S@INIif SEQOK2 yHISE LIK2YyS vy
. . . o LadNRBYy2YAQIf 6So0aAldSa A9 IKMR
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When | have spoken to some amateurs about this issue;
some, like me, cannot understand why some societies
make it hard to have any meaningful communication with
them; and some acknowledge that they do not want lots of
unwanted phone calls. Would you really get a lot of
unwanted calls by having your mobile number published
on your website? You can easily block numbers these days
if you have a local who insists on telling you every week
that the Earth is really flat and they never went to the
moon.

I know many who do publicise their mobile contact
numbers, and they have no problems — | suspect this is an
issue of perception rather than reality.

Lastly what of an address to write a good old-fashioned
letter? | understand that if you are a Charity you are
required by the Charity Commission to publicise a
registered address on your website. | have come across a
few who did not.

Well, from the above you may be forgiven for believing
that personal security is the big issue, and this is why your
society takes the approach of making contact difficult.

The experience | have with my local society is that there is
a contact address; there are mobile and landline numbers
publicised, names of all the committee with an e-mail
address associated with that post holder is published.
When e-mails are sent to them, they can be named in the e
-mail “Dear Fred, please could you......” rather than ‘dear
sir’ or ‘hello’.

We have spam filters on our website so do not receive
spam from publicising the address. It is relatively
straightforward to put e-mail addresses into webpages that
can make phishing more difficult. Indeed, one can also spell
the phone number — (zero, seven, seven zero etc. etc..)
rather than have it publicised numerically of you are that
concerned.

There is a fantastic ease of

communication.

upside of having

Because we advertise contact details, my local society
receives calls from the local print media and radio stations
often asking for an opinion about some astronomical
happenings or upcoming event. Excellent publicity for our
society and we have no shortage of members wanting to
join. We also find ourselves well connected with other local
organisations who want to collaborate on local issues —
light pollution, campaigns, environmental issues, local
councils and the like.

Also when one has spoken to a new prospective member,

t

when they arrive at the venue, they will be looking out for
a particular individual and vise versa; you have already
broken the ice and this can make coming to a room of
strangers much less daunting.

So, | ask you to look at your society webpage. If you were
wanting to contact your society, how easy would it be? —
perhaps try it for yourself.

Having stated the above, | do know that some societies are
very diligent and do respond quickly — but sadly not all.
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