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At the FAS AGM in Cambridge on Saturday 14 September | volunteered for ~ and | now run the Society’s web site. | am
the role of FAS Newsletter Editor after the previous Editor, Owen Brazell  also a member of Bromsgrove AS.
decided to step down from the role. As this is my first “Newsletter” | Since 1993 | have been editor for
thought you, the readership, would like to get to know me. Midlands Spaceflight Society covering the

| have been interested in Astronomy from a very early age and | was  space exploration side of my astronomical
influenced and encouraged by my mother to engage in the hobby. Although | interest.
don’t quite remember this my | was allowed to stay up to watch the Apollo For my professional career | left school
11 Moon landing. At school | remember being able to watch the later Moon  in 1977 and | joined South Staffordshire
landings in the school hall at break times on the schools large 26” colour TV! Waterworks Company as an Office assistant

Whilst still at Secondary School | joined Wolverhampton Astronomical  in the accounts department. Then in 1983 |
Society to further my interest and get to know other like-minded people.  changed direction and took a draftsmanship
During those early years | met long standing member Barbara Russell who  job with the same company after studying
was teaching Astronomy “0O” level as private tuition at home. | took the  the skill in my own time. In 1990 after achieving a HNC in Civil Engineering
opportunity to join her astronomy class and in 1976 | achieved my “O” level ~ which was done through Day Release from SSWW, | joined British Rail Civil
astronomy, a full one year before | took my own CSE exams at school. |  Engineering department. | had the opportunity to experience different roles
enjoy announcing that the only “O” level | have is in Astronomy! in the department but eventually, and after various reorganisations | settled

| remained with WAS for some 35 years and took part in the running of  into a Maintenance Planning role. With this role | worked in Birmingham,
the Society taking positions on the Council of Secretary, President and  Gloucester and Worcester before moving to Network Rail Stourbridge
Editor and gave occasional talks to the group. Maintenance Depot in 2009. After 28 years in the Rail Industry in late 2018 |

In 1993 | travelled to the USA to visit Florida and the Kennedy Space  took early retirement to take the opportunity to follow my own interests
Center as an amateur reporter for the Wolverhampton AS’s Newsletter ~ mainly of astronomy and space exploration and photography.
“Lyra” to cover the first Hubble Space Telescope Servicing Mission for the | have lived in Stourbridge, West Midlands for most of my life. In 1995 |
group. married Lynda Williams of Stourport-On-Severn, Worcestershire and we

| was quite surprised when the Application to NASA HQ in Washington lived in Kidderminster. Unfortunately Lynda sadly passed away in 2011 due
DC came back as “Accepted”. | travelled there with my friend the late Andy ~ to MS. Then | met Pauline and we got married in 2015. We moved to
Salmon from Birmingham AS who was reporting for Astro Info Services. Stourbridge to live in my previous family home.

In 2001 | organised a day long astronomy conference at
Wolverhampton Science Park with four professional Astronomers giving ai OKI St NE ¢
talks along the theme of “Ground Based Astronomy”, to celebrate the C!'{ bSgatSgSNI ¢
Society’s 50th Anniversary. {G2d2NDNAR3ISS 2Sai

| am currently a member of Carolian Astronomy Society in /' NBEALFY | &0NR y2 Ye {20ASiE¢
Kidderminster where | have held position of Vice Chairman and Chairman .NEYA3ANRGS ! AaGNRYy2Y]
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The HOYS-CAPS Citizen Science Project

Dirk Froebrich (University
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Transit of Mercury
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