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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CONVENTION

1989 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Merber societies are invited to attend

the FAS Annual General Meeting at the

Herbert Lecture Theatre in the centre of

Coventry at 11.30am on Saturday May

This is the usual venue and can be found
t

approached from the ring road on its east
ern section at the durction with the A4G
Leicester to Coventry r

Lunch can be taken at any of a number of
“watering places" before the afternoon
session at 2.00pm.

Instead of the ususl competitions for

ts and photographers, nenber societ-
fes are asked to bring alon

entries to the SPACEPRINTS EpETTITON 20
already advertised. Please give FAS sec-
retary Chris Sheldon advance warning

your entries. In addition to the judging

of lectures is arranged, as follows:
John Fletcher
Bernard Abrans
Norman Walker

"hstrophotography"

e

"Collaboration

befasen auRtaiicd and
in

Setronan

Tne meeting closes at 6.00pm.

Flease book your seats as soon
as possible by writing to the
treasurer, Ken Marcus with your
money. Attendance costs £2.50
per person to include coffee cte.
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AGENDA

Matters arising.
To hear the Treasurer's repor

To i the subsertption rate for
1989-90.

To hear reports by and to put
questions to other officers.

To elect officers for 1989-90.

7 Any other busines:

wh—

ELECTION OF OFEICERS TO SERVE 1989-90
Freere Tt e
The present Council have nominated the
following to stand for election to the
new Council. Voting takes place at the
AGM.

President: Rosemary Naylor
Vice President: Bob Owens
Chris Sheldon
Tony Ireland

Rosezary Neylor
Education Secretary: Eric Zlicker
Soclety News | uciLor. st Gilek

Editor: Pam Chick

Save Powenl
Brian Jones
itor, Council Newsletter: Bill

rther noninations may be nade before
106 takes:plics: I partioilor,
Soneone. Tor the demm position of
Neetings Organizer 15 required, The
current holder of the office wishes to
stand down.

Covenlt
Aguy,

R berbed Ak

7 Galkey and Mutun.

AU from Luceh

M6, Me
M1

P
\A 423 (hus)
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Lemile

To approve the Minutes of the 1988 AGM.

FXNAL NOTICE

SPACLPRINTS COMPLTITION

WOULD YOU LIKi YOUR SQCIETY TO
WIN A HANDSOML CASH PRIZE?

FIRST FRIZE  £75
SLCOND FRIZL  £50
THIRD PRIZE  £25

Societies are invited to submit
a portfolio of work produced
between October 1988 and May
1989. The following items are to
be included.

1. PHOTOGRAPHY

4 slides + 4 prints of
astronomical objects taken
sither with or without using
a telescope. These can be
black and white or colour.

Sketches of 4 different astro-
nomical objects to be mud,
during observing sessions.
They can be made using naked
eye, using binoculars or
using a telescope.

. ARTISTIC IMPRESSIONS

2 items (model or picture)
which must be based on fact.

In judging, the number of
people in your society, and the
number of inembers who have con-
tributed towards the portfolio
will be taken into consideration.
Assuming that there will be a
high standard of entries, the
best entries will be used by
Spaceprints in their 1990 calen-
dar and there will then be a pay-
ment to_the contributor (mot the
society).

Portfolios must be received by
the Federation either at, or
vefore the 1989 AGM at Coventry.
Mrs Christine Sheldon

FAS Secretary

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SRAAXERRRRERRARRRRRRRRRRRRR

meet

FAS ing at Sheffield University -
Saturday July 8. Details to be announced.

National Astronomy Week:
1990 November 17 to 24 inclusive.

This Newsletter Copyright l‘eueratl(
‘of Astronomical Societies 1989



PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1988-89

FEKRRRRARRARNRR AR AR IR AR

This year has seen the end of an era -
the last Herstmonceux Convention. The
event had become established as a firm
favourite on the FAS calendar, but with
nent move of the RGO to Cambridge
there will, alas, be no more. The
success and popularity of these convent~
ions has been due in no small part to
the organizing efforts of Ken Marcus, and
I am sure that ail will wish to join me
in tendering grateful thanks to him for
all the hard work that he has put in over
the years.
Your Council is currently investigatirg
alternative venues, ope soon to
be in a position to be able to announce
where and when this year's convention
will be. Meanuhile plans are well in
hand for a northern convention in Sheff-
ield in the sumer - watch the Newsletter
for details.

Last, but not least my heartfelt thanks
to all who have served on Council for all

various facets - finance, publications,
secretarial, etc - of the Federation.

Bob Owens
23.2.89

‘SECRETARY'S REPORT
P

Wnen I joined the Council in May 1988 I
was not’sure how much work to expect, but
rarely a day passes without the postman
bringing something for the FAS. It is
indeed a live organization.

Many thanks to those Secretaries who have
been careful to advise us of changes of
officers in their societies. This is

cal Society. There have been many
queries of this nature and we opa frat
our replies have brought some new members
Snto your socisties. T also send Seorete
aries' addresses to people who have a
telescope and ask for information about
Astronomy as well as suggesting poat ey
tay "Observational Astronomy" and t!
Astrocalendar. 5 of these have been
very successful and reprints of both have
been necessary

We have had contact with several univers-
ities and are planning to hold conventians
at Sheffield, Cardiff and Glasgow - I had
an offer fron Pelfast but had to explain
that. this would pose travel probl

sorry Northern Ireland. Other nivers-
ities have been contacted, but if any of
you know of possible venues for future
meetings, please let any of the Council
know.

Tne Spaceprints Competition has been re-
launched and the entries will be judged
here todey. e fope thmt thls wm have
helped members of societies t

together in producing their pcrtioh,o.
How about buying an FAS sweatshirt or
teeshirt? Not only is this a good art-
icle of clothing, but I hope that they
will be noticed at meetings by members of
societies which are not affiliated.

The FAS is known worldwide. Tnere have
been queries from Poland, India and
Botswana as well as a request for details
for an entry in an American directory of
societies.

ways in which we can be of help in for-
warding the aims of the organization

would be welcome.

Dave Powell has not left the Council, he
e Publicity Officer and has also

been a great help to me in getting
started as Secretary - a post which T
find most stimulating.

Mrs Chris Sheldon

EDUCATION SECRETARY'S REPORT
HXRXRNARRHARRRARR AR RRRRRAE

Enquiries relating to education, mostly
from schoolteachers but also from school-
children, continue to arrive. The close
Links between FAS and the Association for
Astronony Education allow many of these
enquiries to be referred directly to the
IAE for reply, as these are of interest

0 both bodies. It also appears that
many individeal FAS menbors (chrodth
their affiliated societies) are becoming
menbers of the AAE - perhaps there ought
to be some scheme for joint membership?
(This is a personal view which has not
been discussed by the Council of either
organization, and members' views on this
are welcomed. )

The FAS was represented at a cne-day sen-

inar organized by the AAE in

24 September 1986 by the President and

the Education Searétary.. Thelsemines ad

the following

(a) to consider ways of sharing ideas
about astronomy education now that it
was to become part of the national
curriculun;

(b) to explore ways of co-ordinatin
efforts of the various interested
bodies in responding to the national
curriculun.

Dr Anne Cohen, chairman of the

Biuabicn Grcal, apake about thm afhorts

of the group to produce teaching

ials for the 5-16 age group, parbicular!y

with regard to "attainment target 16",

the Zarth in Space.

Representatives of other astronomical

bodies, including FAS, cutlined ways in

wnich they were responding to astronomy
in the curriculum.

General polnts energing fron the seninar

includ

(1) "attainment target 16" represented
the minimum entitlement for all
pupiTs;,

(2) thee 15 2 el 5 gl An-sipvioe

fralning to teachers to give then
confidence and interest;

(3) a trial of curriculum material
(incTuding audio-visual aids) was
necessary. g6 thavelvas 8 e /£

(4) the achievement of "target 16" e
rried out through a numb
curricilun dels; for the 11216 year

age group there should be integration of
astronomical ideas with maths, history,
science, art, environmental studies, etc.
Julian Ravest, also from the AAE, sugg-
ested that there was a need to share the
workload arising from responding to nat-
ional curriculum mtters with other con-
cerned organization:

(The organizations participating in the
Seminar were: AAE and FAS, LEAG, ESTA,
BAA and RAS.)

National Astronomy Week 1990

are 17-24 November 19
1990 is notable for (
Mars (27 November), r
17 November; (2) the
the BAA: (3) the 200t
Observatory.

A campaign against 1i
be an important featy

Astrononical Societie
role in NAW, whose tr
amateur astronomy".

centres (eg Jodrell I
Planetarium) could ac
co-ordinators, and Sc
to consider how they
with these centres.

Societies will be ker

ther details as these
(Organiz.ations parti
co-ordinating committ

RAS, AAE, JAS, Armagt
Planetariun, Jodrell
Astronomical Group.)

Erdc Zucker
19 February 1989

EDITOR'S REPORT
Frerrebrth

Three issues of the I
ishe

1988 and Issue 18 in
These have featured !
of societies' activit
and notices and adver
observing colum, boc
articles of interest
More articles are ali
icularly if supporte
white photographs.

Societies are asked
know how many copies
general societies re
according to their s

spare while others a
they would like. Tn
supply what is requr

plus the number of ne
Jjoin. A balance has
having 200 copies tox

your co-operation is
Let me know how many
your subscription uh
Above all, keep me i
current secretary, ar
Neusletters are dist:
members.

Finally, do remember
informed of your own
open days ete so that
licized. At least s:
idvised.

Rosemary Naylor

ADVERTISEMENT
et
WANTED: A second-ta
Birmingham The

for a 14 o Dovan
good optics and tube
Must be sturdy enoug
transportation by ca



FEDERATION SWEATSHIRTS AND T-SHIRT:
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fiear rontypradd, tlld-Glamorgan, Lr30 oNd.
AYLESBURY AS: Peter Biswell gave an
observing report; Friday
night cbserving sessions  bave been Flour-
ish b to a dozen rs have been
coming o the observatory £o use the
ety telescope and their own Lo
ments.. On Monday 5th Decmper 1988
the observatory a discu: 1l tae
place MEverything you over wanted to know
about astronomy but were afraid to ask".
Menbers are invited to submit anonymous
written questions which will be put to
the meeting as a whole. "Spot the
val' - at a few meetings Besbers are
invited to play an exciting new space
gane designed by David Hinds. This will
have a dusl purpose of entertatnment and
fund raising.

soc:

BRITISH AEROSPACE AS: During 1
e Astron
success with eight entrants. The Messier
league is going well with members gaining
points using telescopes and binoculars.
The society hopes to produce a society
sweater and is asking its members for a

A Christmas Lecture was

Condor Brow O‘*ssrvator" )
society has ac for its members the
Three volumes of Burnhans Celestial H
book.

CARDIFF AS: Members of the society
attended an astronomy con-
vention at Bristol during October. In
the society's recent newsletter a member
of staff of the University of Wales
College of Cardiff, Bob Thomson gave
details of the various activities of the
members of Staff at the Astronom
ment. Members
visited the local weather centre at Car-
diff and had a guided tour and video
presentation. The aociety has had tele-
scopes donated by menbx
Fefiector and a 0-inch telescope. fn
observatory project is now underway to
e 20-inch. It has been decided

tion of a
for the 20-inch.

2uliable bitlniog
The chaervatory w

be situated a short distance fron tardie
away from the city n;nm.

CLSVELAND AS: Fellouine the succass of
— nt conference of the
soclety and trc EAA in 1984, ‘the society
staged a : e
Nortn Exste on 150 Getober 1968 ¢ Tee-
side Polytechnic. This eleven hour
session included breaks for a buffet
lunch and tea. The meeting consisted of
six talks by distinguished guest speakers,
illustrated with some superb projected
colour slides. Peter Rea spoke on "Tne
Golden Age of Planetary Exploratior
Dr David Gavine on "Mars Past, Present
and Future"; Nigel Henbest on "Supernova
Death of a Star"; Heather Couper on "How
Big is Space"; Neil Bone on "Astrobiology
€. The talks which were by

3
o
£
B
0

by questio
ence. The organization of the event was
largely the work of Neil Haggath and John
McCue, who were more than gratified by
the results. 7 tickets were sold, and
some people travelled from as far afield
as the south coast of England. The
society hopes to promote another such

COTSWOLD AS:

Budding amateur radio

now about to open up a whole new interest
in the society. He has an Astro Systems
radio telescope with full mterisromfter
system. John Fletcher had H
his observatory Wit

e described her part time
colleague as Mone of the best. astronomers
in the country, he is very dedicated and

before Christnas, talking about astronony.
The society has booked space at the
Cheltenham library for July during the

g
an exhibition of photographs, drawing
ete.

DARLINGTON AS:

One of the best b;
s Lo oo it o wan
at the 16-inch

r is now operational and working
excellently. Weather permitti
meeting will be held at Lhc teleso
The newsletter contains a numb
ings and phﬂtorraom of obmervations by
various men ber
up till July h 3rd,
Practical Of “Pru‘xng by Chris Walker;

April 7th, Antipodean A: Extra-
vaganza by Paul uave May 5:r, Lcld Trip
to the "’)llxng e 2nd,

the 2 avid uY‘Jhim,
and ‘u)y rm, The apolio Years by David
Gra

Stne the AGM last year
the society has retained

a nembership of about. 60
public observing day was held on

bourne seafront, where during the d
displays of telescopes and the RGO Hill-
i nd

vas held at the locL s o:)pi 5 centre.

ference room of Herstmonceux

A talk was given by Dr George
Wilkins on "Space Geodesy".

The society has travelled
tuice to Jodrell Bank, onc
for the FAS convention ce for

behing-the-scenes tour of the laborat-
ey have als: travelled to

0s onvention.
o went further

t

afield to Sumatra for
eclipse. s
two festivals
menbers contin
meetings.
atlons e been very
he abw‘"'l:\t'vry provi:

P
Very popiise:
unfinisned bt progress is being
Tne yearly quiz was very popular,

was the Christmas Dinner.
good year

per month.

HAMPSHIRE AS: The front cover of the

Hovasber sonicty nen
1 hows a photograph of
viewing ars through the 5- neh refract

ever held by the group since National
Astronomy Week in 1985. Alm 1500
people came to view Mars. On Sunday
6th November the Society held its 10th
Ancdverssy of e gpentg of toe

v oup of thirteen

0'Nats public h
attended.
in the soclety newsletter ¢
Stars, How and What to
that this is a fasoinating and absorbin
branch of study within the sphere of

stronomy because of their endless vari
ety and astounding beauty.
has had two public lectures

ovenber by Paul
of "Planef

Sate
semary Naylor on "
olution", this talk

many visual ai



The society now has a fully

il darkckoom for fige e by all
The society had a talk

iilde, the subject was holog‘aphy.

wn helium neon laser to

. right before the eyes of the

During November the society
had its first meeting to be
2 room provided by Haringey
Council. Martin King from S E

ve a talk titled "Computers in

~ Report for the newsletter. He
that he is often chuffed and

ith pride at the range of people
it in the society; nearly every
wns a telescope which they made
es. Bob Butler has an article
sciety newsletter titled "Observ-
chniques". He describes add-ons
telescope which will improve the
ion session.

: Observing Plan 1989: Society
members are invited to take
an observing plan wnich is
outlined involving a dark site on
Ilkley Moor, a date and time to
zed and agreed over the telephone
rincipal car drivers ot times of
y. Each member would be expected
bie to bring along one binocular
cope or camera. Their latest

ce” sontains various artioles such
Constant is the Sun", "An Observ-
e the Venus", and various observ-
notes.

L fs: Details vere given of an
— omy Weekend at
sl vihioh wi1) fake place over
end of Friday 10th, Saturday
Sunday 12th February 1989. On
t of Shturday 13th November to
| November 1988 a mini exped-
bers went to observe at
servor 1n North Wales.
people met at the mkesme around
, two B~inch telescop

was to observe several objects
naked eye from this very dark

ST LONDON AS: In a general
discussion at. one

ociety's meetings it was

8 Hal. neabers were a1 BOGOHIE

r" astronomers and that some

observing activities should be
Obvious difficulties are that

live in such widespread locations,

- chances of a clear night in

rt of London, and the problem of

a time convenient to members.

ety had a talk from Michael

titled "Astrophotography".

icholson talked on the subject of
and Professor Start Malin on

AS: On the 16th and 17th

— December the society organ-
upiter night. The last ane on
led the club room to
d beyond. These open eventngs
society's main source o
| contact with the general public,
ey can generate greater interest

during October. He says that the number
of useful ohserving nighte during October
vas dismally few, however there were one
or two nxgnts at the beginning and to-
wards the end of the month when he did
wage toped purs for suf‘ficie'\tly long
s to make dreiinge. J Walah
Fas an areicle desoribing M
with Jupiter". The society has placed
an order for sueaters and sveatehirts
th an embroidered OASI logo. The
society library has had acon b addits
ions. A number of members u:
going to the BAA Winchester Weekend.
BLYMOUTH AS: During November the
Observations Secretary
e o & competition organized by
Fay kshop. The idea was to design
o Gast Jacket. pycture for a book of your
choice. Darren chose 2001. It's been
shown in the window of the shop. A
number of members attended a BAA out of
town meeting at Seal Hayne College near
Newton Abbot. Members also attended
the Eristol Astronomical Convention and
the Herstmonceux FAS Convention.

SOUTH AS: The Society, formerly the
T Southern A5, will hold their
Annual General meeting on Saturday March
18th. The meeting is to be held from
noon until Upm at the home of the Chair-
man at 1b Derwent Grove, East Dulwich,
London. The guest speaker will be Norman
hsner “who will give an illustrated talk
n "Telescopes and Observing".

SAGAS: Reports were received from the
various member societies.
Bedgrton has o soclal sel for Varch 23,

this year is Peas:

put on a display at
enia Sehosl at 1 i Heather Coupe:
gave a talk. Croydon have

ing sessions for the public. Ewell are
to have 8 Jarge eanibtion at Sutton
Library to commemorate the 250th anniv-
ersary of William Herschel, and Ports.
mouth had John Mason talk on his fascin-
ating method of observing meteors indoors
by listening to fluctuations in the
strength of the signal of Radio Poland.

SCOTTISH ASTROMOMERS CROUP: Details were
B —— of the
Soottish Astronomy Weekend held 1n
Edinburgh on the 23rd-25th September
1988.  Speakers were Dr Jocelyn Bell,
Neil Bone, Brian Kelley, and Iain Nichol-
son. There was also a visit to the City
Obsermtory:, In addition to the above
weekend details were shown of a conven-
tion at Teeside Polytechnic, Cleveland,
arranged by Cleveland AS, speakers in-

Peter Rea, Dr David Gavine, Neil Bone,
and Paul Money. In-the Group's news-
letter Newcastle upon Tyne AS gave details
of the history of the society which has a
menbership of about ifty. The next
meeting of the Scottish Astronomers Group
will be on Saturday April 15th, 2.30pn
at the Coates Observatory, Paisley. The
topic will be Observing the Sun.

STEVENAGE AND DISTRICT AS: Erlc Hutton
been

given the task of looking af te
Society stand at this year's Ideas Fair,

to be held in Letchworth on March 18t:

R S A e e i e
programmes.
S W HERTS AS: The meeting of
n November was
Boris Voidavic on The Control
Motors, in which he discussed
principles governing the opera
electric motors. The November
was provided by a very mnkerts
informative account of the
opposition of Mars, glven by ¢
son. Other talks fo the Socie
Dr Peter Barnham's "Planet Ear
Maurice Newman's "Deep Sky", t
an audio-visual presentation.

WEST OF LONDON AS:

The societ
aluays fea
observing competition, which c
in the award of the Geoff Smit
Trophy. Observations made dur
year all add points to the obs
total, and the one with the gr
mmber of polnta wns. Tl y
was the winner
presenwd with the award by He
To make up for the wo
winter conditions the society
pleasant tradition of having a
some local feasting place.

WEST MIDLANDS AS: The Novembe

issue of th
newsletter showed many members
ations of Mars. Also details

Loontd meteors, and articles s

Ahead?", ‘and "Nereid Found to
able".

MEST: YORKSHIRF A5: A soolety

was held 2
Ridge on 9th-10th December whi
unately was cloudy. A friend
eague of Peter McKenna has giv
Tandy TRSB0 computer on the oo
that. he finds a good home for
been decided to have a prize d
all the juniors' names in a ha
lucky person had an unexpected
present. Trevor Sutton report

i
Also d

petition
by 14th February 1989.
February visits have been arra
scouts and cubs to see the obs

The society Journals have cont
excellent articles which have
illustrated

WOLVERHAMPTON AS: Last June t

id a visi
Cambridge observatory at Madir
More than 40 members and frier
the trip so the group had to t
into two parties. Dr M F Ingn
Dr Dewhirst each took a party
site. It vas fascinating to s
goes on in modern astronony, €
Vith the starlink computer et

patches of dirt on the frame :
into thousands of stars under
ing eyepiece. The society hac
Word" contest. for which prize:
Mars, Galaxy and Milky VWay wer

away. Chocolate bars of cours

PAM and MARTIN CHICK




Book
Review

STAR TALES; lan Ridpath _ pp 162
Tutterworth Press 1958; hb £12.95
Many readers, {Tom armchair astro-
nomers to planetarium presenters

will welcome this book of tales of

title suggests,
tales. The myths associated with
the ancient constellations come
from the Greek and Roman stories
and poems which the author has
studied in translation. His list
of sources is quite impressive,
but the greatest value of the book
must lie in the illustrations.
Almost every constellation - and
they are all here - is accompanied
by & photograph of either an eng-
raving from Bode's Uranographia of
%801 or an engraving from Flamsteeds
Atlas Coelis of 1729.

birds and animals.

Inevitably this book will be com-
parcd with R H Allen's star Names;
Their Lore and Meaning. But that
book looks at star names and traces
them back to a wider range of poss-
ible origins. Ridpath's book
Telates principally to the constel-
Tations and the stories they evoke.
The modern constellations of Keyser,
Houtman, Hevelius, Lacaille and
others are listed, including two

and Custos lessium the Harv
Keeper, introduced by French astro-
nomersin the 18th Century, since
this reviewer has an old French
star map, late 19th Century, showing
Le Renne snd Le Messier, ie the same
two constellations.

This is a book to enjoy. It is eas—
ily read in a way that Allen's book
15 not and does successfully what it
sets out to do

Ridpath has already earned a reputa-
Alohdas a presenter of the celestial
ons and the real curiosi-
in the handbooks

the cartographer, Wil Ti

we must see him as an authority on
their entertainment value t0o.

Rosemary Naylor

ADVERTISEMENT

7 *

Mail Order books, posters and sets

of slides - lists in exchange for
fwo first class stamps. FPlease
lass stampS. =462

N THE SKY
prieteth
Total Eclipse of Sun - 1988 March 18
Tne path of the above eclipse extended
from the Indian Ocean across Sumatra and
Borneo to the Philippine Islands.

zed party of over
60 people o observed the ecl.
Bangka Island, off Sumatra.
party were Britisn but it also included
and Germans. Several were
£

regular eclip: an

claimed to have viewed 13 total eclipses
and 49 minutes of totality in 2ll.

At a briefing in our hotel at Djakarta on

re we set out for Bangka,

i given advice

ings. U
did ot appreciate, although I ought to
have done, that during totality it would

jark to see the camera settings,
1t came to it T was reduced to
moving the controls, pressing the cable

e and hoping for the best. lWnen

» was developed it was also found

£ the sun had, after the
first four exposures, gone off the frame
presumably operation of the film ad-
JVance lever had moved the camera and/or
the tripod. We were also advised, during
and around totality, to look out for
Saturn and Mars, the Moon's shadow coming
shadow bands on the ground,

a

S0 when

here were tr und, "pinhole
mera’ images of the partially eclipsed
Sun through gaps in the leaves. However,

In the excitement of the moment, we for-
got all about these matt:

ers.

The day before the eclipse we flew on to
Bangka Island and, after a somewhat hai
landing where reverse thrust tested our
Seat velts to the full, &

the local inhabitants who welcomed the
special invasion, Bangka being well off
the tourist track. so sold
colourful commenorative t-:

£2 each. Next day we ros
off at about Sam for Pasir Padi Beach.
few of the party had already set oul
another location which was very near €0
the centre line of totality to gain a few
extra seconds of eclipse.

We arrived at t
east, still in
local population ar
were being kept back by
the front of the beach.
out in a long line and set up their
various instruments which included tele-
scopes and sophisticated cameras in so

cases. We had only binoculars and an

he beach, which faced
emi-darkness, to find the

sandwiched between
fit the camera and
idea was to secure
that they could be v
fotality. This did not work ven
the Blu-Tack did not hold, possibly due
to humidity, and obviously a T ide:
would have been to have close fitting
cardboard tubes with Mylar secured over
one end, which could be slipped on and
off the instruments as m ry. Ve
managed to borrow some Sellotape from o
neignbour to fasten the Mylar to the
binoculars, which enabled us to observe
the partial phrase, but it had to be he
by hand over the camera.

PLECES:
binoculars, and
it

bt

First contact was at about 6.30, the
first "bite" into the Sum being between
1 and 2 o'clock on the disc. It then
proceeded across and downwards until se
ond contact at about 7.31, preceded by
Baily's beads and the diamond ring. S
eral prominences came into view and the
corona could be seen. Totality lasted
about 2 minutes 7 seconds until finally
mond ring effect flashed out on the
rignt hand side of the sun, followed b
rapidly increasing light. The crow
began to disperse and there wa

of anticlimax. There was some cloud o
haze about throughout the eclipse buf
did not seriously affect viewing.

diar

Vle found that we had two reasonably g0
of the prominences from ou
exposures, followed by tw
overexposed pictures after which the
Snages had moved off frame. It was al
very good experience and W 1 be
better prepared next time.

i

on our experience. Have a torch, chec
the viewfinder before each exposure,
the best advice as to teings
decide beforenand a
going to do during totality, barring
unexpected incidents, and keep calm a
there are so many things to think abo
in such a short time.

exactly what yoi

Aft r return we later fo
having been the first in the
observers we featured
photograph in a report
the BAA Journal court
Enterprises -
Heather Couper and Nige:
re with the party and
Association meeting

enbest:, whe
reported to

Bill and Grace Forrest
Furness Astronomical Soc

sety

The local hotel welcomes

track island of Bangka. In

packs to the camera, are Heather

eclipse watchers in

this off the to
tne foreground, though with thel
Couper and Nigel Henbest,



