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DITORTAL

n 2 comuniestion fron Dick Cranbers,
ecretary of Crayford Manor Fouse 45,1
igest

letter, was intended to bril le
ogether aht: be Intorasted th |
hotoelectric photometry.

heir first approach was to those
ocieties within 60 miles of themselves,
n Kent, who seemed, from reports in the
AS Rad-lp; co be active in practical
IStronomy . [ETY BOTHERED TO
EPLY!

asting their net further, they found a
esponse_fram Southampton AS who sent
hree delegates.  Except for Crayford's
v delegates at the meeting, Mo

hose att ndividual
SREnareTaOuRE Haelod i e otion

£ belo
£ Jglonging to a Local scciery s they
he verdict was that astroncmical
ccieties are social organisations not
rinarily interested in practical
stronomy.
r Chambers goes on to describe the
ituation as perplexing and vorrying, and
escribes that tract of country betwen
rayford and Southampton as "an awtully
ig astronomical desert’
hortage Of space in this issve dictates
hat 1 do pot elaborate ny oum views cn
his coment but sense shouts of
Hoar! Hear " From all. divections.
o be positive about this sad truth, let
say that the FAS exist:
S mication bevwen Soctetisnme!
rgnioers should gl the Mitor ahvarce
heix Conventions, Specilist
whatever, for publication in
s Resslorter. Titace ahiow six oot
stice wherever possible even if at that
only the date and a general
catenent of 1ikely contents of the
ceting are available.
aving said this I am ashamed to say
hat one of the societies present at the
rel] Bank meeting tried to give me a
etings notice at a moment when T was
cling particularly harassed, as one
s on these occasions, and having no
et or bag on e T aiked hin to°
\ose a better time to appre
171 can say is sorry, T Deoity mhoata
v been mote camposed

o, those sho did not. get: to Jodrell
ank,, ve had seating for about
cople and an attendance of S0

VERY URGENT NOTICE
e

THE DATE OF THE 1988 FAS MEETING AT
UX IS NOT THAT WHICH WAS

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED.
Please carrect the date
diaries, in the last FAS Rovaler and

the ‘K’rl Year Planner.
Our final mecting at Herstmonoes takes
place on Saturday October 8.
on the first Saturday in October. By some
eurul chance, scneons else Tas booked the
Castle for that date and we have had t

change our dai
do about it.

ecessity to the i sttative Bt s\:aff these days

FAS CONVENTION SATURDAY MAY 7
S e

This follows the AGM in Coventry,
after the lunch break. The detailed
progeame will be avsatlable on the d:
but speskers have been booked

Dx Allan Chapaan of the Cencre for
Vedieval and Rena =)

sance
vho will celebrate the 400tk

THE FIRST 'MODERN' OBSE\‘IATIO‘\IAL

Those who have heard this speaker will

or_a ¢
S‘}f%fc? 042 S5 ottege,

hag, agreed to kecp us up to date
wi(h a talk on THAT SUPERNOVA. Dr Meikle
bt i) m 874 0
L ponducting vork gn, Supenova 19874 so
B e .0le Tt et " slot, Mike
Tabb of Bath AS will give us an account
of the work required to restore the House
in Bath from which Herschel made his
momentous_discovery of Uranus. We shall
have the latest on the managenent of the
Herschel House Museun and what we may
hope to see when we organise our various
society visits to 19 New King Street,
Bath.

This is the first and final notificarion

of this meeting date 5o please bool

tickets, by scciety, through Ken Marcus,
s usual will cost £2.50

person, to include coffee and bisouics

but ot lunch. This can be bought casily

i try during the 1

If it is you first visic to our Coventry

meeting, mention this when bookis

vt Riosd s o s W

£ the city's Museun and
Testmn Tooates gt the cleyis useup and

a stone's throw from the Cathedral.

Proceedings: 11.00am to 6.00pm approx.

A-G-M conbinved .. poge 6

OPHOTOGRAPHY

by GEOREREY JORISTONE,
Ston oad, Blackdown, L
Spa, O3 60R.

Tudor Cottage,
Leamington

I show this time my photograph of the Pin-
wheel Galaxy, M33, in "Y‘Lan,,ulum. This

particular exp

Shovini the oiassic sape of this

together with its hydrogen clouds in the
As I made the print I was

he pro-

e I

T used Ilford Multig:
nunber 5 filter

cessing was.
paper in conjunction with a

s conplete in one minute, and
g the tine makes very little
diference. Wrat does make the difference
is the exposure time using the enlarger,
particularly with a subject such as thi:
00 little and there is insufficient con-
trast in the print and too much produces a
etail and structure of the m
clouds. is in fact very critical,
difference of two or three seconds in a maJ'
ainute exposire being very namcaablz. It

n exposure of around
1 order to provide the

" be very pleased
to receive a photograph of Mi2. Excellent
results can be obtained with ihrprﬁ-)ngq‘
short, exposures using either T-HAX 400

TRL X or one of the fast colour films.
Lastly, as I w Venus is rapidly
increasing in e'o'vgat)o'\ and brightness and
its phase is becom crescent. This
nakes 1t quite a useful objeet for
etary photographer.
grained
be subsequently enlarged without Showing too
much grain.

l
[
1
i




FAS SECRETARY:
Dave Powell, 1 Tal-y-bont Road
Ely, Cardiff CF5 SET

FAS TREASURER:
Ken Marous, 5 Cedars Gardens
BRIGHTON BN1 6YD
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GREENWICH LUNY DAY 1987 NOV 28
RRRRRRRFRARRRRRRRRRRRRRRAR AR AR

A PERSONAL VIEW BY MILLTE NAYLOR,

SHEFFIELD ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

It was advertised as "Luny Day" so we went
to Greenwich Park and saw just a few of the
activities on offer.

The Planetariun show was both entertaining
and informative.

ng
to see what they would weigh on the moon!

At dusk a queue of Mums, Dads, children,
locals and visitors waited to look at the
. Tn snall groups we were taken into
he dark dome, and as our ey
dark-ad_]usted, 20 e thes 2B o tele-
scope. In

We went. home with that view st m

ninds, ard with semoriés of a very happy day
for the many families who came

Qur thanks go to the staff, not only astro-
nomers, who stayed after closing time so we
could all get a look at that magnificent
moon.

B
SCOTTISH ASTRONOMY WEEKEND -
23rd to 25th SEPTEMBER 1988

2
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Tnis event, formerly known as the Dundee
Astronomy Weekend Course and held very
successfully in Dundee for the past two
rs, has been renamed the SCOTTISH

ASTRONOMY WEEKEND. This year it will be
held in Bainburgh, hosted by the Astiro-
nomical Soclety of Edinburen.  The dates
will be as already announced,

Eriday 23nd Septenber to Sunday 25th Sep-

talks, visits to
Places of astroncaical interest, bele
scopic viewing (ideally timed for Mars at
its best since w97\) displays of photo-
graphs, equipment, etc.
The principal speaker 1s expected to be
Dr Tain Nicolson and it is hoped that the
grent will be dnaugirated by the Lord
Provost, of Edinbury

quiries for nore details should be
adaressed t

Tain Neil, 82 S'. Alban's foud,
Edinburgh, EH

TEACH-IN'

AARERRRRRRRRRRRRNR
ELECTRIC PHOTOMETRY

AT CRAYFORD
e

HRRRRERRRRRRRR R
by R H CHAMBER, CRAYFORD MANOR HOUSE AS

Photoelectric photometry (PEP) is a tech-
nique which is attracting the attention of
advanced amateurs who wish to undertake
observations of professional quality. The
method involves the use of a light sensitive
device which converts the light collected by
the beleaompe inko a current hleh s mih-
soquently auglitied end reccrd
of the Tight dhangss of vaM<

e Srars and other ob:)ec?.s may be mad

With a preciston far exseeding that cbtain-
able hitherto.

oo Saals Gypes of photonebe’ are evai1ahli;
s shotediode, which 15 cheep e

Foires 1y low volbeges For ita Dper-
Shion but. surfers feca the disadvantage of
insensitivity, and the photomultiplier tube
wich, whilo more expensive end fraglla and
requiring complex circuitry, has high
sensitivity and is favoured by most photo-

To promote the use of PEP the Crayford Manor
House AS held a "teach-in" at its he
quarters on 1987 October 24 when a dozen
potential photometrists gathered for an all-

meeting to hear a variety of talks by
Crayford members and to be given demonstr-
ations on the practical aspects of the sub-
Ject.

Jack E11s initiated the meeting by speaking
on observing techniques and on the methods
available for reducing the results. This
talk was based on the extensive experience
Jack has obtained in observing short period
eclipsing binaries using his BEC computer
controlled system.

Roger Pickard then spoke on equipment, con-

centrating on the design of the photometer

head and the necessity for a well driven

telescope. During this session David Lewis
new 1

head which uses a fluid light guide and is

itabne for s Celastron G telescope.

In the afternoon Dick Young gave a compre-
hensive review of the range of photomultip-
1ier tubes which are available to the

eur and described the associated elec-
tronics and the use of computers to control
the system. John Watson then described his
new advanced design for a photon counting
systen,

proceedings were completed with a
P by Dick Chambers on observing
programves which would be suitable for the
amateur with PEP capability.

One feature of the meeting was the excellent
catering arrangements undertaken by Crayford
ber Jean Felles, ably assisted by her

husband Brian.

Parbeeipents T “Yonshen®
.L/anF«»( Thaw Howse A-S.

After the meeting the delegates were shown
the Society's 24-inch telescope and then
drove to Jack Ellsts hane Jeerg they se
his unique rotating ot and the
nearly completed eommie telescope.
Following tradition, the meeting was

adjoined 6o the Loctl pub shere discucaion
continued for several more hours.

KEEPING THE MEMORY OF WILLIAM HERSCHEL
ALTVE

Jotm Vatexfield supplied information

he memorial fund he administers,
el ok e incorrectly
translated by the Editor in the article
which appeared in Issue 14 under this
title. The offending paragraph is
reprinted below, with a correction to
the family relationships.

"o date there are 49 contributors, scme
acting for societies, so the mmber of
pecple ssscotated with the enterprise is
ger. s are dir
ny otz vidow
and one my cousin
hough ot 8 descendant) naned after my

-2
Sulap'ty i egerield o cmoee

FOR SALE
14 inch F/4.5 Dobsonian reflector.
lat recent-

very wide angle 45x to 180x,

Secondhand, but in good condition
aud hardly used since ovesaauled.
Excellent for deep sky w

House purchase seluetanily Forces
sale. Buyer collects. Will negot-
iate in the region of £550.

Contact: Andrew White, 'Polpier'
Tregoney Hill, Mevagissey, 5t
Austell, Cornwall FL26 GRE

Tel; 0726 842693




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Madam

We are hearing a lot in the media
now about keeping British Summer
throughout the year. Along-
side the argument of economic ad-
vantn‘eu, it also helps minimise
acci e roads, consider-
ing ors, seoiieate; poski during
sne uvenLn‘ Tush-hour than in the
has further been Sug-
osnedtinat Brs baih adopts Doubls
Summer Time in the summer and BST
the rest of the year. However, in
Scotland and the west of Britain

s asting
to m: ight causmg soeial
problens sul:h as children's bedtime
as well as problems for astronomers
such as having to stay up longer to
do noctilucent cloud observations,
for example.

The veristions in times of sunrise
and sunset is quite substantial
across the British Isles varcughout
the year both in latitude and i
longitude. A few years ago I
travelled frequently between Dundee
and Leeds where I noticed a diff-
erence of up to half-an-hour between
midwinter sunrises and the same
between midsummer sunsets.

May I suggest a solution in divid-
ing the Seitish Isles snto two. time
Double Summer Time would

border time changes in their time-
tables, then surely we can handle the
all year one hour time difference
between the north and south of the

country. Scotland would remain as
it is and England would b= in line
with the continent all ye

I would be partieularly
interested to hear of comments

or suggestions from other members
around the cowntry, and use-
ful criticisms they may provide.

Yours faithfully

Graham Young
Secretary; Scottish Astronomers

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
bty

Dear Rosemary

Re FAS Issue No 14: Daylight Stars -

) members of Ursa Asrrommicul
Asscciation, Helsinki,
sixth tude stars wi:h 13 iy
ine, not sure
think there is a limit of faintness of

5ha e A e soone "l 478 B may
be too faint, due to sky background, but
T ot suré. Mid-day 1s different from

sunrise/sunset.

Mlso it depends bow far the star is from

might It is a complicated subject.
Jupiter and satellites or Saturn
Titan shoul good test. Following

aint
in relation to sma[hmg brl,ghter e

Sincerely
DAVID FRYDMAN: W OF LONDON AS

EDITOR'S CORRECTION TO THE ORIGINAL
(TICLE:

T mis-interpreted Ermest Appleton's notes

to me when I stated that he had fc

Alcor by first locating Mizar. In fact it
Sompan  which

was,the close gompanion of Mizar e o

mid-day. I am sure Mr F‘rydm-n
Tegard this as corroboration of his final
stat

o s
IN THE SKY
itk

GRAZE OCCULTATION OF THE STAR 572 TALRT
ON 1987 SEPTEMBER

By members of Fitzharrys Astronomical
Association

Four members of Fitzharrys AStroncmical
Association, namely Diana Parsons, John
Napper, John Fathers and mysel:
positioned ourselves on a quiet
Bieubury, Oxforashise. (GA- S0, 5% 8350,
Teady for the grazing occultation of

We had three telescopes set
up; my own 60m refractor, which
Sibsequntly proved oo v Tor the
observation as the target stars ere on
the limit of the 'scopes resolving power
and uas lost i the glare of the moon;
John N: 5 60m refractor and John
Fathers" 200 Colestron,  The main
observation was made by John Fathers
through the 200m 'scope. The pre-dawn
sky was clear and steady.

The target star was actually a binary,
listed in Norton's Star Atlas as being
4.1 of arc separation with magnil
of 6.5 and 6.5 and a PA of 198 .

be recorded in this publication.
some pecple have strong feelings about

Tikely to gehiave. miformicy,

‘Thanks anyway to Fitzharrys for this
report.

okt
EDITOR'S REPORT
St

Three issues of the FAS Newsletter have
been d in the course of the ye:
since' the last AGM. This is one 1sae.
fever than intended, and the Editor can
only plead a heavy work load. Material
comes in at a reasonable rate but more
articles would be velcome. Thanks are
due to Pam and Martin Chick who continue
to supply copy for the Round-Up on
demand.

Although strictly not part of

Editorial duties, the Biitor discributes
all FAS publications, including the
Handbook, astrocalendar and Beginner's
Handbook, together with meetings

notices

The Jodrell Bank meeting in March was a

major undertaking and is largely
Tesponsible for the lateness of this
current copy of the Newsletter

The Editor would be particularly
grateful for a new recruit to ti

Council to take over the organisation of
meetings.

If re-elected to the position of Bdizor,
I shall do my best to continue with the
battle to beat my old cﬂnpu(er/word
processor into submission and publish
revsletters at such intervals as time
permits. Thank you for your patience.

Rosemary Naylor

ADVERTISING RATES 1N THIS
FUBLICATION

Full poge display £65
Half p b
£19

Gearter page

Circulation: 2,200 copies

Inserts by arrangement with
Edi tor

observed to be closing to the southern
limb of the 87 moon, and

behind being

:muy occulted. ,This Flashing lasted

for approxinately 2 seconds before the
becane totally obscured.

Incezesuugly. throughout -
occultat of ti ir was nlwﬂ s
visible Bovond mnet1 108 BALE 7

‘grazed' star reappeared oy
nppmdmauly ‘mindSsec. It is worth
noting that no flashing was seen as it
Teappeared at the end of the event.

Ve were all pleased to have seen the
at, but ve

should have been,
and it was a pmv £hat ve were not: able
to make some visual record.

Brian Jawes

EDITOR'S COMMENTS: 1 think Mr James

comment on how times. angles etc should

the :
Rosemary o
Reymrer % S

218 Wost End HEBDEN BRIDGE,West orkai 107800
“Tel: Hobden Brdge (0422) 845443

"EXPLORING THL SOUTHERN SKY"
must be the book of the year.
Written by observers at the

rmany on high
quality paper, this book has
Teceived good reviews everywhere.

Copies at £36 will be available at
the Coventry meeting of the FAS
on the stand of LARTH AND SKY.
Unhappily, the publishers are

£ you plan to buy, now is the
bing While eunrony eborks femali.
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OCIETY NEWS ROUND-UP

NEM:
FRAKRRRRRRRRRRARRRRR
y Martin and Pam Chick

YLESBURY AS: As usual the society news-
etters have been packed with members'

bservations, which are well illustrated
ith drawings. Over the past months the

mateur radio" by Paul Erquiert, and a
eviow of the: recert apparition of Halley's
omet. by Don W The society has had
 new and exper‘)menbal form of meeting.
stead of talks and slides they have had
o debates, the benches in the meeting

3

'Space exploration is not worth the astro-
omical cost", the second was "Life in the

miverse and whether or not it could be

a common occurrence”. On

Tuesday 13th October a group of members

jent to the observatory to hold a host

Squcation.
rith what they had seen, and vere uenghmd
chat they had been able to do s

observing.

GEDFORD AS: The society is almost one year
old, and during the past months

achieved much more than most members could
have possibly imagined i
noping to have a permanent meeting place,
and possibly an observatory. The appear-
ance of comet Bradfield was used to hold a

with slides of their achievements.

ON AS: January 5th 1988 sees a new
Son Por Belton. Astronomical Sootety:
After ten years of meetings in the base-
et of Bolton Library, the society and
ts 20 members are moving to a new meeting
plaﬂe in the Community Centre in Barlow
Park. The society has regular guest
speakers and observing nights, and has
br‘ips planned to Condor Brow Observatory,
e FAS Festival at Jodrell Bank, and
Moor Bark Observatory, Preston. Meetings
are held twice a month, first and third
Tuesday; new members always, made welcome.

BRIGHTON AS: During October a major
International Space Conference and Exhit-
ition took place in Brighton. Several of
to see tne

impressed. The exhibits from the European
Space Agency were particularly spectacular
and glossy handouts were available
describing the plans for the European
manned spaceflight before the end of the
er, things change rapidly

itious plans. The society has talks given
by various speakers such as Philip Taylor,
Hlan Drummond, Ron Yeston, and Or Paul
Mordin who 15 from the RGO, The sostety
has given details in one of their news-
letters of the telescopes available to
members, for example i-inch refractor, two
6-inch reflectors, and other good size
telescopes. rs of the s

entering the quiz run by the
Now" magazine.

BRITISH AEROSPACE AS: The society has an
annual event called Astromind, in the form
of the well-known television programmes
Mastermind and The Krypton Factor, with
shields awarded to winners. The society

esting articles and two News Release
one desoribing the "Dual Head

Space Satellites",
In Orbit Delive:
Built Satellite"

e other "Successful
f British Aerospace

BRITISH METEOR SOCIETY: This society,
which is The International Meteor Society,

ve:

research in meteor astronomy an

provide a service (where r‘e(zuired) to those

wishing to join in achieving these aims.
commence an exciting

first continually updated astronomical
publication.

WOLD AS: The society has been very
ootive over e pass wontle, Hoe peve:
letters are of bservational reports

S eimbers! Botivities visited
Jodrell Bank during September. " Jomn Flet-
cher spent a week in Scotland with a fellow
penber Andy, who 12 studying astronony at
the University. gave a chance for
then to.use the 3T-inch Cass/Schmidt and 8
channel photometers. Bernard Abrams has
sent letters to "the powers that be" on
the problem of light pollution. After six
weeks only one reply has been received out
of the four letters sent. Members x 1 be
entering the Astronomy Now Quiz,
Treland has written an interesting article
about. his Tour of Canada, giving details
of his visit to an observatory housing a
t of the members

Supernovae Patrol, e
better weather in the Cotavold areal)

COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE AS: Observing
sessions have been held using the

Cooke telescope. Monthly meetings have
been hel
observations and notes
along with the usual articles by members.

EAST DEVON AS: East Devon Astronomers is
a new society founded in 1987. Due to the
Jocality in a small village in the heart
of the countryside, membership is slow,
Meetings are held at the
Chairman's house every Friday. If con-
vourable members observe, if
conmmons are unsuitable members look at
puter programmes, video
(Tustrated with slides.
January Bill 0'Shaughnessey sighte
meteor 5 degrees to the west of vEnus and
just brignter. A repo sent to
. Did anyene Felos witness this

Ma:
unique sight?

e e e

shen visicars Sron the UK will

Heather Coupe Guy Fennimore of the
mior

o displzy e telescopes to the
lic. will also be an
ibition oF posters, videos,
astroncmical camputer programes and
her exhibits to promote_astronomy and
the society. Gibralta Television is
producing a programe st the society
schools are to be involved too
in the promotion.
Best wishes to this society. Ve look
forvard to a report after the event.

GUILDFORD AS: The society had its Annual
Dinner last November, with guests Nigel
Henbest and Heather Couper. The forma.
tuirning of the society with the foveron
onomical Society in Texas has been

mgnea and projects are nox under way. A
Jetter from the Houston society describes
letter from bhe Houstoy Soclety depor oen;

the two groups. One Of the projects was
the eclipsing binary observing project.

It is hoped that a Society and family trip
to the Canary Islands will be arranged in
the near future, and that members of the
Houston society could also meet up there.

HUDDERSFIELD APS: The society has a new
k Omega newsletter, now produced on a

word processor, as a result of this more

information is carried owing to the number

painting of the observatory.
Cooper is to revive the observing sections.
Society publicity has recently been or
high, an article has been sent to Astro-
nomy Now magazine; Mark Sykes has secured
a monthly astronomy colum in the Hudders-
1eld Examin

observe the Perseid meteor shower, and
members have also attended the August star
party at the Amateur Astronomy Centre.

LEEDS AS: Talks have been given to the
society by Dr Bill Griffiths of Leeds
University on the subject of "Gazing at
Globulars", Paul Money of the Boston AS
talked on Planetary Satellites, there has
also been a members evening which was to

s

icles in the Newsletter
Pty "vxsmmby of Celestial Objects"
by Dr and "Supernova 1987A" by
Baul Marchant.

MID-SUSSEX AS: january Dr_John
e Vit b vorhiad i DOArGLL Bty
spoke to the society on the topic "An
introduction to radio astroncmy", tal
were also given by Ray Hatt, Len
John EL1is and Mark Blundell.
is now having regular meetings devoted to
practical observing, the prelininary
indoor meeting being brief, followed by an
observing session. There is a theme for
each meeting, if it is cloudy then short
talks are given and a discussion takes
place. Members enjoyed the FAS event at
Herstmonceux.

NORTH EAST LONDON AS: Does Anyone Want A
TEN FOOT ASTRO DOME? This offer was made
by the society to its members. It was
originally made for Morley College, but.
It was light

n weight and o
track. Available just for the cost of
transport, what an offer! (It has " abatly
gone now.) Talks to the society have

ANgec m Atmospheric Phenomena to the
Hubble Space Telescope.

NORWICH AS: During the past year the soc-

the car perik will be 1it throughout the
nignt, his combined with the hospltal

ear of
Mars an article is to be published in their
newsletter about this planet.

ORWELL AS: Time was booked to use the 28-
inch refractor at Greenwich during Novem-
ber. Tnis year is the 21st anniversary of
the society and an open day is under pre-
paration for Saturday 9th g On e
25th September the society had its annual
gpen poskeid and the public were invited
the 10-inch telescope. On January

News Round-up continued over ...



B sl e il

27th the society planned to cbserve the

Pleiades Occultation. The Observatory is
row to be renovated, and members have made
some suggestions as to how this should be
done.

RAYLEIGH CENTRE AAOG: The society has
recently joined the FAS and is a fairly

centre to which beginners could come
togetner. They have been very successful,
virtually all the original members still
attend and they are still gaining members.
They are lucky enough to have a e
pleasant meeting place in a sc
Heetings are heid weckly, wnich inslude
short, talks on seecific aubjects etc.
Mer ages, starting at school
T well past retintie,
carried out on most weekends.
the promotion of astronomy they have a
space in a local newspaper distributed to
approx 100,000 homes. Also they have
persuaded BBC Essex that Astronomy is a
200d thing and have a monthly slot on
various aspects of astronomy.

SAcAS:  Details were given in the round-up

due to the hurricane which swept through
the region on October 16th. Norman Fisher
asked for volunteers to help with clearing
up the site. The first party met on Satur-
day October 24th and managed to remove
practically all of the fallen trees on the
Since then several other part-
ies on Saturdays have been helping the
wardens with repairs.
SOLENT AA: A full programme of talks has
been arranged. Trips to see grazing
oceultations are planned, along with
monthly star parties at Toothill Observ-
atory. They hope to locate four major
objects during each star party. Members
have their oun key to the observatory,
which is now in full use. A new finder has
been fitted to help never mesbers find
objects. The society has been asks
oversee the restoration of the Itchen “Bor1
ihich has a 16-i

society is taking a stand at the ot
Evening News. HELP NEEDED FROM OTHER
SOCIETIES. Menbers are planning to install
a 12v electricity system and would like
details from other clubs about wind gen-
er'accrs to trickle charge a 12v car

Please write to Rob Smith at
T Lineotn Close, Romsey, Hants.

SOUTH WEST. HERTS | AS. Hary talka beve e
given to the soc

Danar. Phencasnat’, “History ot
ment of Light", “Introduction to Sp ctro-

B
puter Society on "The Uses of Computers in
Astronomy". This took place during
January. Observing sessions have been
held at High Top.

STEVENGE § DISTRICE 451 The Soctety
have progressed to the second r
the " hsteonomy Now quiz, havirs beaten
Cranfield 1S,
Two members paid a visit to Bayfor
Gbservatory, the cbservatory of Tarila

Polytechnic on the occasion of that
establistment s Open Night.  They were
amazed at i £ members of the

BLE W5, tirad v Lo e ot oach of
the £iw instruents focussed on the
would have enjoyed

telescopes at M31, M2 ete.
@id set the two menbers, Robert Townsend

Rayrer, vondering if eventually
el gl B s d
Stevenage to which the public will come
in equally large numbers.

WELLINGEOROUGH & DISTRICT S: Wil Bone
a talk on "Atmospheric
P ", Go{ering e aress of peveor
aurora and noctilucent cloud.

members have been providing short talks at
peetings including soclety nenber Godfrey

Group member the society now exchange
newsletters with several other member
societies. This year's annual outing will
be %o the London Planeteriur, and Science
Museum. Tan Ridpath recently accepted an
invitation by the society to become
society president.

WEST OF LONDON AS: The society has had
many talks including one with the longest
title they have ever had: "Josef Fraun-
hofer and his amazing technicolor dis-

celebrate its 2lst during 1988, a grand day
of celebrations is planned at the Winston
Churchill Hall, Ruislip, on 17th September.

WEST MIDLANDS AA: Tnis soeiety is very
keen on observing and the news letts

"Nova" reflects this with the quanmy of
members! observing reports.

The current "Nova"
newsletter is very well produced although
there are coments of some difficulty in
producing it in the future. Let's hope

that the difficulties are overcome: keep
up the good work West Midlands!
WEST YORKSHIRE AS: During the past year

the society i) el very heal-
thy and numbers

we to
roll in, in addition to visits by various
schools. Each year at the
has an Astro-photography Award, this

made for the best astro photo taken by a
menber during the session.

uring May, as I will be on a course at
Wakefield - Martin.)

WOLVERHAMPTON AS: Each year there
three or four comets and a couple of
brighter than about magaitude 11 discover-

required and the
provistonsl rate of 5p pending o average
working costing. sted 1

receiving these calls are {nvxbed to rm

5
g

astronomical "Call My Bluff" last
October.

WORCESTER AS:
system by which members may
Eileasopes: uhich other members own. The

The:ackLaty s o bave 8 new

soolsty hew bed = nember of talls; Dr 3 u-
s from Cardiff talked about the structure
GF the Earth, the Hoon and the inner Plan
ets, Dave Povell from Cardiff talked about
Observing Planetary Nebulae, and Chris
Sheldon talked about the Electromagnetic
Spectrum. Members of the society had a
trip to Cambridge University Observatory,

that with a magnifier some of the little
dots were really galaxies.

PLEASE SEND YOIR NEWS, MAGAZ]
NEWSLETTERS ETC TO PAM AND mmu CHICK
mR INCLUSTON IN THE NEXT FAS ROLMD LB
The address is 25 Calderton Road,
szkin, Nr Pontypridd, South Wales =

NEWS ITEM:

The nagasine APEX i3 oo edited by Al
President of

secretary, wi.
‘ormaion. lk is Mr R W Johnson, 19
Elm Way, BWELL, Surrey KT19 OHB.

NEWS TTEM:

Clevelant hatecndaicl. Soctity are
holdi: ion ‘NORTH-

sborough, Gl o Saturday
s 15, 1988

Spokere (11 4rclide Hosthar et
"How big is space"; Nige:

apertiiva, deati'of 5 stee s Peter Rea
~"The Golden

Explorats
Neil Rore "Astrobiol . Origin
Life?" and el
Viking"

The organiser is Neil Haggath, 5
Fountains Crescent, Eston,
Middlesborcugh, Cléveland TS6 9DF.

NEWS ITEM:

ORWELL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY are to hold
their 2lst Anniversary Convention at the
Orwell Park Observatory, Nacton near
Tpswich on Saturday July 9, 1988.

Yore infomation can be obtatred fron
he organiser; Mr R Gooding,

Ashcmf[ Road, Ipswich IPI 6AE

Amateur sstroncners and space

board service "B8S ALTARR" for
Latest information on astronamical
discoveries and wnches. This
ATl e upditad datly to give & service
comparable with the professional
services of Prestel but for a more
modest subseription.

For more information write to:

Michae] Webber
BBS ALTAIR

168 Caunce Street
Blackpool FY1 3N
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FAS AGM SATURDAY MAY 7
Sk

This, together with the Convention will
take place at the Herbert Lecture
Theatre, Coventry, as in previous years.

AGENDA

To approve the mimites of the 1987 AGH
Matters arising
Ta hear the Tréasurer's report

ix the subscripti te fc
Tgfggthe subscription rate for
To he: ts, b
Tohear XeprEn DY SRLERE
To elect officers for 1988/89
To consider the relaunch of a
etition sponsored by Spaceprints
8 Any Other Business.

v oEene

<o

ELECTION OF A COUNCIL FOR 1988/89

Societies are invited to put names
forvard of any of their members who
might be suitable to fill positions on
the Council, particularly for the two
positions for which the present Council
Rave been unable to make nominations
thenselves.

Council have nominated the following
people to stand for election:

PRESIDENT: 3ob Owens

VICE PRESILENT: Tony Balfour

SECRETARY: Chris Sheldon

REASURER: Ken Marcus

EDITOR: Rosemary Naylor
L

EDITOR; COUNC : Bill
0' Shaughnessy
TTOR; HANDBOOK: Brian Jones
EDUCATION SECRETARY: Eric Zucker
TETY NEWS EDITOR: Martin Chick
ASSISTANT "' "o ick

There is one new name listed above, that
of Mrs Chris Sheldon of Worcester AS.
She has agreed to stand to allow Dave
bowell to retire gracefully.

Neminations are required for the
following:

PUBLICITY OFFICER
Possible assistant to the secretary.

Regional Representatives:

Groups of soceties within any specific
Tegion are reminded that, if they have
not already done so, they may choose
their own representative to join the FAS
Gouncil. This representative becomes a
full menber of Council with voting
rights. Such a representative can be
Selected at any time and the position is
rot up for election at the AGK. The
duties of such a representative are
111-defined but it is hoped that he/she
will keep a watching brief on changes
vhich take place in the region in order
to keep the Handbook up to date. In
addition, having seen at first hand the
workings of the Council, the
representative may take on a more
demanding position, in time.

The Chilterns Group have just informed
T

Council that their rep is John Smith, 26
Mahorey Court, Oakridge Road, High
Vyconbe, HPLL 2N

The Yorkshire Group rep is currently
oducing a Handbook, (the third) giving

source for Yorkshire astronomers.

AERREREREERRRRRARRRRRER AR NNRE
'SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR 1987/88

Frrtrreserrtrrer e

The regular work of the FAS continues. The
Secretary has handled a large volume of mail
from cutside bodies and individuals. In
particular letters asking for the address of
their local Society. It would appear that
interest in Astronomy remains high and I do
hope this is reflected in an increase in
membership of your Society.

The Handbook continues to be widely distrib-
uted, and we have gone to great lengths to
update the information contained in its
pages. We do however still rely on local

ing is in-

all Societies.
touch with the grass roots but if we are to
continue to be at the forefront of amateur
astronomy it is vital you out there continue
More Societies

ution.

We know that geographically most societies
Jie in the South East but we have not for-
Eotten the rest of the country and will
continue to hold, besides Herstmonceux and
Coventry, a Northern Convention. Here again
the must be wherever you live the
Federation is not far away.

Regular Council meetings are held in London
and these are very well attended considering
the distances members have to travel.

On the negative side looking back to my last
report, some things have fallen by the way-
Public Liability Insurance did not
We have not

The FAS Council is always open to requests
from member Societies to participate in
Joint ventures etc.

Please attend the AGM and Convention this
year with your ideas for the future of the
Federation, and how it should best promote
the activities of local Societies. Remember
unity is our strength.
Still after beating the drum it is time for
to stand down from Council. I regret
very much having to do this and the only
reason for going is due to change in circum-
I am unable to travel on the week-
end to Council meetings and as Secretary one
of the jobs includes taking the minutes, and
s0 T will hand over to someone else.
I joined the Council in 1984, became Secret-
ary in 1985 and have enjoyed my time and
involvement immensely. I may be accused of
bias but I consider the Federation to be the
true friend of amateurs and societies in
this country. I shall miss the involvement
and friendships made very mich indeed.
should like to thank all my colleagues for
their help, advice and above all friendship
that I will always value.
Whoever succeeds me I wish the very best of
1uck, you could not join a better organiz-
ation.
Dave Powell
Hon Secretary

sedcdedededcicieicictclciciclc ek
REPORT OF THE FAS PRESTDENT

T think that all will agree that the
Federation has had another successful
year, with an increase in the mumber ¢
menber societies over last year. This
an encouraging trend, vhich 1 hope wil
contine. In addition to the
, which has now become ar

established publication alongside the

, we now have the BEGINNER'S
GUIDE, written by Stephen Lubbock Of t
Bridgend 4S, which seems to be well
received. Council's thanks are due to
Brian Jones, who has arranged the
RElgring.of gl three, as el as o

. In attempting

this post has remained vacant since
Pace retired a few year's ago, and t!

task has fallen onto the shouiders of
other Council members, who already ha
their own jobs to carry out. It is on
fair that the burden is spread, and I
invite member societies to submit the
names of any enthusiastic member who

think might be able to help. Perhaps |
could have one from the North and one
from the South. Maybe sone of the loc
groups, eg SAGAS and Yorkshire can £i
someone?

Lastly it is my pleasant task to than
all menbers of 1 for their effo
over the last year. I'm sure that non
will have any objection to my singlin
out Rosemary Naylor for all her hard
the NEWSLETTER and in arranging
Jodrell Bark and this year's Coventry
meeting, Ken Marcus who, as in
ous years, organised ferstnonce
ighlight of the FAS year, T

the straight and narrow. Dave Powell,
secretary since 1985, retires at the

we are grateful to him for the he
work put in over the past three years

BOB OWENS 1988 February 2

Sk
REPORT OF THE EDUCATION SECRETAF
Prrkitiransrisamen

A steady trickle of enquiries of an
educational nature continues to arri
throughout the year, and these are m
answered directly. Sometines the eng
relates directly to school courses 2
curricula, and in this case they are
of interest to the Association for

Astronomy Education.In view of the I

ME

(together with the RAS, BAA and JAS)
these enquiries are also brought to
attention of the AAE; replies to the
are answered directly by the FAS
Education Secretary after consultat)
with the AAE.
As a matter of interest, the first

i 11 on which

1
organisations on educational matter
been established.

ERIC ZUCKER 25 February 1988

gaitors Rnfnf o~ por



