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QUARTERS OF THE ORWELL ASTRONOMICAL
ETY, IPSWICH

by Roy Adams (OASI)

Orwell Astronomical Society is indeed
fortunate in having the use of such a
e, expensively built observatory.

ed away, though not too deeply, just off
ich's south-eastern doorstep, about a
(or if you prefer, d & half kilo-
es) from the AU, the Observatory 1s

n alnost ideal positior

eally appreciate just how close to the
the location 15, one should at some
visit the Observatory during the day-
complex stands

enormous mansion, now Orwell Park
ol

con ey the Mhsereatony: by deaveling
miles or so along a scenic country r
the utskires of Ipowicn and he new
hern By-Pass, or through Nacton.

her way, from Levington, allous one to

ion in a horse-drawn coach as in days of

LL Park i steeped in Naval and poldtio-
Story. The present mansion is a red-

k rebulldxng of the 1840s by one
nel George Tomline. Astronomy was one
olonel Tomline's pet subjects, and in
gricultural slump around 1870, the
nel gave the alternative employment of
ding on the Observatory to out-of-work
' labourers, about the same time, he
the Ipswich to Felixstowe railway built
is own private railvay, and made other
nsions to the Mansion. The Colonel
built early dock facilities at Felix-
e on reclained land.

g an extremely rich man, no ex was
cd in the building of the Observatory
its equipnent. The then Astronomer

1, Mr Biddle-hirey, was engaged for the
gn work, and the world's leading tele-
e makers, Troughton & Simms of London
rven 106 oo o8 building the main
scope and a transit instrument very
lar to one at Greenwich which at recent
was still kept on exhibition there.

main telescope's object glass was made
German firm, Mertz. It gives a clear

L length of 3,894 mn (12 feet
es), with resulting F ratio of 15.1.
872" 1t cost £333.65.84, the telescope
and mounting costing an additional
45.125.8d. I this seems high, the cost
e buildings that give the telescope

s - the Ma

111ing steps and stairvays lead up to
Sbserving f:

stairs are not the only way up to the
Colonel Tonline also included
tage hydraulic 1ift, working the

wn use - not even his personal astronomer
was allowed to use it

The 1ift was last known to be working
1936. i

to do this would mean renewing much
cast-iron hydraulic mains piping and
expectedly would cost more than installing

211 too often find the olinb tos daunting.

For those able to achieve the ascent, the
rewards are great. Beneath the Main
Tele‘vc‘)pe and Transit Rooms the ring-shaped

Clubroom, now called the Cheesman Room
after the earlier long-standing Chairman,

Mr Royston Cheesman, houses a library well-
stocked with past tomes and current works
and periodicals, charts and other data.
Committees also meet at this level, which is
a good half way house if one gets weary
easily. Some items of telescope equipment
are also kept in the Clubroom, Eogsther with
a grandfather-type chronometer made by
nenber, M Barrell, wo alas 15 no longer
with us in body.

And 50, up the remaining steps and into

he Dore. big, grey telescope, counter-
balanced almost infricately, with main
counterweight over 300 pounds (140 kg) of
so0lid lead immediately dominates our view
and invites us to examine its make-up.
Firstly, its unique mounting, of massive
cast-iron, still the subject of some con-
Jecture as to its exact weight, but likely
about two tonnes. base is something
Lke a sculpture by Henry oore, 2 large
main R A drive wheel of

ate in the central, inner
orting the telescope
running all the way to ground separately
inside an outer brick ring pillar which
supports the floors of the building at the

The shatt, to the goveroer Scoetfiined powe-

reno; he interesting governor, however,
remains.

Originally the wole telescope 1as apparent-
operable entirel
Vovions. ngmices:
shaft and gear and coupling arrangements
the clanp on the main K A

a large silver-ringed Declination indicator
yneel. The e drfve hes rew boen 1n Use

for a couple of year:
ary squirrel-cage motor dmve also xnstalle
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Fhoto: Roy Adams, Cotober
also, y in connction with a pho
electric guidance syst: aot Apra1” (1581)
nch diameter guide 'scope with +/-
about 1° of star selection movement, was
mounted on the main tube. The aim
was to improve long-exposure photographic
facilities.

19

The 20-feet diameter dome of tongued-and-
grooved mahogany inside and clad in pati

ratating dome ook e

the bridawork, The shitter 15 opened and
Closed by hand, but this reatly needs. oro
people who are used to the job. One reason,
thersfore, iy there 1a jow & rile stipulat-
ing two directors are needed to "open up"
and supervise.

Looking out in any direction through the
shutter opening or small windows gives won-
darfil vime. Woarty, the rest: of the
School from which we lease the Observatory,
shiptellen oy % the west.  To the Southe
east a clocktower, built in 1859 and
equipped With 5 16-bell carilion restored
recently o full working order, stands Jjust
visible anongst trees.

So it vas probably to the sound of trad-
isional Scottish tunes on these bells every
three hours or so that the Observatory was
DuiLt and became one of Europe’s, 1f Aot
the world's, leading observatories in the
1870s.

The 6-feet 5-inch Colonel apparently had
no dlf{Lculty in persuading a professional
astronomer from the University of Durham to
become full-tine Curator of the Observatory,
dotm Isaac Plumer. The Colonel gave
lumer 2 house in Nacton still called the
“iatrontes House", ith an honorary
HA'dogres on Leaving Durnan Uriversity,
the 27-year-old Plumer continued prolific
observations for upwards of 16 yeay
contributing regularly to the Royal Astro-
nomical Society's Monthly Notices, public-




««s.. continued from previous page

London. Plummer also had publlshed in 1876
a tutorial book on astronomy.

Plumer's career at Orwell Park ended not
long after Tonlinela desth in
Tomline's cous:

coming into ownership of it, and Plumer
fell into obscurity, though we do know he
was in Hong Kong in 1910 and died in Surrey
in 1925.

For a whole i‘orty years the Dome remained
totally unused.

Mr E H Collinson, FRAS, ended the period of
disuse in 1930, using the Observatory until
1936 wnen he obtained his own reflecting
telescope. At that time everything includ-
ing the 1ift was said to be in perfect work-
ing order.

After this, the telescope became prglested,
and had it not been for its enormous weight,
Size and design, would have been sold by the
building for

stable history as a
orasmratory Scto for boys.

The first Soslety to use the Ouservatory uas
formed in 1948. They found considerable
evidence of naglect, and dlanespest. of the

b

But the Ipswich & District
Astronomical Society, as they were called,
grew to be nearly 100 members and was quite
active.

1958 was a bad year for the IDAS with at
least two key members having to move away.
Unfortunately, no-one filled their positions
and in no time the IDAS was dissolved

When in 1967 the Orwell Astronomical  Society
was formed, the; se

gearing were virtually solidly
ed. Basic repairs were made to the shut-
ter and other parts of the building, and
the transit telescope put back after its
discovery locked up in the School.

In the early 1970s, Sootety publiatty

Mr Dall of Luton is a lead-
ing optical expert.

Tne OISL s still a thriving organization,
officially opening-up m three times
At least one lar‘ge ﬁmct)on such

several trips to places of astronomical
interest are enjoyed by many of the members.
Considerable time and effort is naturally
spent on upkeep of the Observatory, consid-
this

in main-
The

clubs, caravan
cups, for example,
and occasionally, other astronomical soc-
ieties.

If you would like to gve: the Oyel. Bace
Observatory and the OASI a

Barnard, 41 Melbourne Road,

RO is Mr David
Ipswich; tel: (O473) 77853. The Chairman

is Mr David Payne, "Dalyn”, 1 Lane,

Wickhan Market, IP13 OSD, whose home tele-

phone number 15 Wickham Market 747019.

The Author's (Roy Adams') address is.

2Solaybed, 16 Fitzdllian Close, Toshich,
2 9ST, and telephone (0473) 683209.

‘l'he Observatory is usually closed during the

This, OAST

members will be pleased to do. ALl are
come to come and round and join in,
even if the sky is cloudy a drink and a

auay o
Orwell, through the 10-inch telescope!
those less satisfied by purely visual
images, The Ship at Levington is easier to
hand.

For

Tt a:not moy o, ik Sher pudt Hiret
however, when the sky is clear. At s
Vines 1% 1 most. evident, that the Colonel’s
site choice was very well made. But even
rwell Park cannot seem to escape at least
& Liktie figniing for folding 6o Skles
clear, as the very Docks at Felixstow
Vhich’the Colonel ploneered are ironically
likely to expand and increase light poll-
ution to what for some is an intolerable
level, particularly for faint-object
observation in the south-east. Negotiations
are under way regarding thi
they will be fruitful.

Orwell rurk Cbservatory; Get 'a4
Puoto: Roy auams

BAA_ RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND AT HORNCASTLE, Lincs,
will be held this year September 20/22, for
all interested in astronony over the age of
14. " Guest speakers, pleasant surroundings,
800d food and accommodation plus 12-inch
reflector in use. £37.50 (single room sur-
charge £1.50). Book via Mr B Watts

112 Mill Road, Cleethorpes, South Hmbersme,
SAE for information or £10 deposit ma

payable to BAA.
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DATA PROTECTION ACT 1984

by Alan Drummon

A few SAGAS meetings ago, Mike Hapgood
asked whether the FAS could offer advice
on the Data Protection Act. At the time
very little information was available, but
I have since found a book* which has proves
most. helpful.

as it appears to concern local societies.
For a wider view I recommend you seek out.
the book, which is presented

readable style, and includes the text of
the

The aim of the DPA is to avoid the misuse c
data which is processed automatically,
which essentially means by computers.
Manually held data, for example addresses
held in a card index, lie outside the scops
of the Act. Only personal information is
covered, and a data subject, as defined by
the Act, can only be a living individual;
data on corporate bodies is excluded. A
data user, on the other hand, can be any
individual or body controlling the use of
data, and any local society which stores
personal data on computer falls into this
category.

Fortunately, specific provision has been

data subject whether he or she objects to
the data being held, and the data subject
must not object. Further, specific per-
mission would have to be sought before
supplying personal data to a third party,
for instance to a telescope manufacturer fc
a mailing list.

The Bulbbeson (fi ook mageat. that el

ion be included as a condition of
henbership to ensure this doss not raise
any problems. I can't conceive of any cir-
cunstance where a member of a society woulc
object to his or her name and address being
held on a computer, but there could be an
objection in the case of disclosure to a
third party.

The DPA received Royal Assent in July 1984,
but will not be fully implemented for sever
al years. Local societies need not be too
concerned by the Act if they are merely

ng name and address data of members, but
it might be worthwhile to seek members'
permission now if your society holds, or
plans to hold, membership information on
computer.

*A Guide to the Data Protection Act -
N Savage and C Edwards (Financial Training
Publications Ltd) ISBN 0 906322 53 7.
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F.A.S. COLOUR SLIDES

These are unique - all taken by amateurs
selected for their visual u.pac: and usefu
ness to lecturers on basic

Guaranteed to arouse enthusissn;

5p_eacl
Orders to Geoff Pearce, 1 Valletort Cottag
Millbridge, Plymouth, PL1

Cheques/postal orders payable to the
Federation of Astronomical Societies.
Please allow several weeks for delivery as
stocks are not kept - send stamped card if
acknowledgenment. of order is required.

For a full list of slides available please
refer to the FAS Handbook.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDE!
TONY BALFOUR

Continued rumours about the future of the
Royal Greenwich Observatory may mean that we
have to start looking for an alternative
venue for an annual convention. Obviously,
we hope that the present relationship with
the RGO will continue as their hospitality
La'meh valied, Weaitle, S ety
monceux '85 meeting on October 5; but keep
ey open for altemative mesting places,
particularly in a central or north
Tocation. Your ideas welogued, please.

COMPETITION WINNERS AT COVENTRY;
1985 MAY 11

Photographic section: Steve Hathaway of
Groydon AS with a black and uhite prant of
the Orion Nebula.

Astro-art section: Jim Swannel of West
Yorkshire AS with a painting of the Trifid
Nebula.

At May's AGM, the following officers were
elected to serve on the FAS Council for
the year 1985/86:

President. Tony Balfour
Vice-President Alan Drummond
Secretary Dave Powell
Assistant Secretary Andrew Gatuard
Treasurer Ken Marcus
Editor Roserary Naylor

Assistant Editor
Publications Secretary
Meetings Organiser
Publicity Officer
Education Secretary
Society News Editor

George Bolland
Brian Jones
Michael Pace
Bob Owens

Pam Chick
Stuart Lonsdale

'SUBSCRIPTIONS 1985/86

was again decided to peg et tous o
the eyal vl asten Btanilng for g il
ful

These subscriptions become due for payment
on the first day of September.

HERSTMONCEUX 85

This year's Convention takes place with the
kind agreement of the RGO authorities, in
Herstmonceux Castle on Saturday October 5.
Bookings may be made through the Treasurer,
*Ken Marcus, at the usual rate of £2.50 per
person (FAS members) and £3.50 for non-
bers. The evening buffet is extra.
Speakers include Eric Zucker, Michael
Maunder and David Hardy, with more to be
arranged, plus all the usual side shows.
Fuller details in the next newsletter.

* Ken Marcus, 5 Cedars Gardens, Brighton,
BN1 6YD.

CONTRIBUTIONS for Issue No 7

should be sent to the editor,

Rosemary Naylor, 256 Bacup Rd,
TODKCRDEN, Lancs  OL14 7HJ

by mid-August, please.

Herstmonceux '85  ws

HERSTMONCEUX '85
SATURDAY 5th OCTOBER

COMPETITIONS

The competitions will be open to all
members regardless of whether or not they
attend, but those not attending should
please send the material in to

George Bolland, 25 Deneside, East Dean,
Eastbourne, BN20 ensuring that they

appropriate subscription

Prizes sun be swarded at the sole discret-
ion of the FAS Council and judges' dec-
151ons Wil be faval

Could you please ensure that each item
entered for any of the competitions is

competitions, a title on deseripbion of
the item and the photographer's nam

MAGAZINES: Entries must consist of

two different issues only, each to have
been published in the year ending
October 1985. Each copy should be marked
with the Society name, Editor's name

and date of issue, and it would consider-
ably help if these could be posted to
the organisers before the event at the
above address.

VAT e malibin SHpRis,
Wlwry, Denc)l or ink drawings, in
faot, any art forn. - Linited to'six

ens per per:

3 TELESCOPES: All instruments must be
amateur constructed (apart from the
optics). There is no limit on the number
of instruments per person.

=

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS:
Any size, mounted on card ready for
display with title, photographer's
address and Society. Maximum six prints
per person.

COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS:
as for black and white pri

COLOUR TRANSPARENCIES:

Arrangements
ints.

o

Maximun six
slides per person. Please mark each
slide with name and title and include a
list giving details of the objects shown
in the slides.

G Bolland

ARTICLES are still requi
for the FAS Handbook 19¢
Please let the Handbook
editor know if you are a
to contribute: Brian Jo
47 St Blaise Court, off
Manchester Rd, BRADFORD
Ok

ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE FAS

It is a diffioult task keeping the
the Handbook up to date, so it woul.
any additions and amendments for th
sections in the Handbook could be
the following addresses:-
PLACES TO VISIT: Dave Powell,
al-y-Ront. Road
Cardiff, South Wa

CFS 58U
INFORMATION Neville Kidger,
‘SOURCES: 60 Denshaw Grove,

Near Leeds, West !
A1l other additions and amendments
sent to the Publications Secretary:-
Brian Jones, 47 St Blaise Court,
Off Hanciiester Road, Bradford 5.

Small ads.

Any private individual belonging to
member society of the FAS can place
classified advertisement free of cha
Please keep the wording reasonably s
send the copy to me. I will do my b
include the ads in the next followin
but I cannot guarantee anything.

BOSTON ASTRONOMERS ONE-DAY CONVENTIC
"EYES ON THE UNIVERSE" will be held
Saturday July 27 1985, at Blackfriar
Spain Lane, Boston. Please book in
peying £2 per ticket made payable tc

Astronomers" with an SAE for details
Speakers include Heather Couper, Nig
best, Peter Drew and Neville Kidger.
stands also. Space exploration exhi
supported by NASA, ESA, etc. Write

Boston Astronomers, South View, Fen
Stickford, Boston,

Lines.

FOR SALE: Tasco 2.4 inch refracting
2

Liven your Society magazine up with :
lar crossword puzzle. Astronomical
SEonsoned pasled @ionisp: 52

12. Send r sample, or SAE witl
Tor £ for m 11w
to:

Cheques to be |
 Hinokley & District Astronomica.






