A NIGHT AT THE TEMPLE OBSERVATORY
By Rob Moseley

(Coventry and Warwickshire A.S.)

It is one of those British rarities -
a starlit night that's going to stay
clear. A couple of phone calls and its
all fixed. Tonight I shall be observing
with one of the finest refractors

ever made.

I throw my observing gear into the
ot thr cht qus gne cef sisstalis fotasss
Rugby. It is an October midnight
already frosty.
Coventry the last quarter Moon hangs
over the road ahead, sliding steadily
higher in the sky.

on the

During my short drive I ponder

he theoretical
resolving power of telescopes. The

awes Limit" is still an everynight
expression in astronony.

In its heyday the Temple refractor was
used by the eminent amateurs Seabroke
and Wilson to compile a catalogue of over
000 double stars. Using a Dollond
micrometer they were able to divide and

Seabroke gave this understated praise . -

Tih, L oA ety b
des down to half a

But it isnt double stars that I will be
observing tonight. T glance up at the
Moon. Is it getting hazey? No, just
mear on the windscreen . . . Times
have certainly changed in Rugby since
I see the sickly yellow

1ight behind the gatehouse.

B Hoinin ] poe Lokuracear b
starsplitter, is expect:

e T e
allowing the chill air to pour into the
e e
of temperature equalization.

into the stone floored library and
equipment store, past the disused
S e pee e
telescope ch high shutters
b e i o
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s38e of sastern ky.. We otk Stand ot
look for ent. Above the Noon the
Twins, Castor and Pollux spazkla.

After handing me a set of

arthioscaplc ejepleces. my compenion 16aves
telling me he will look in again after
two hours.

I uncap the telescope and peer at
Mr Clark's handivork. The lens shines
softly in the reflected moonlight. But

I lose no more time. After fitting a low
power ocular I swing the towering tube
onto the Moon.

I focus in carefully . . . and there it is.

dazzling white, but resolvable into three

triple - the third pe:
Wilkins and Noore as "difficult”.

And these views are obtained with terrible
seeing! had feared by the look of
the sky, the air is very unsteady. I
settle down to wait. As a more critical
test I can't resist turning the telescope
on the famous binary star,

Separation at the mement is around

2.5 axc seconds and slowly widening -

5o it is an easy job for an 8" Cla

Yo Lha GE1L Uy mot Melaant’  hata
images shimmer and blur into splodges

Of light, and I am denied the sight of
perfect diffraction rings.

Well - you can't have everything! I
turn back to the Moon and

¥ hve u-Chande of cuktre 4p itR AryERE

The seeing refuses to improve. I have to
carry on regardless, my full concentration

A
to Tycho - and

Even with the

splendour. Plato gives way to Archimedes,

issue number |I.
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Ascsiadie 55 St SO 5
tromendous Clavius. M1 ¢
e i o Ninh ek A s e B
swallowed by the long lunar night.

But my night is almost over. It is 2.30 -
a1 s the,hoon rises further the eye-and
€ the telescope falls, and I h
gradually got into one of those

rop my concsrtzation I suddenly feel how
b bt oty
happy in his insomnia, and we close up the
observatory.

1 start up my cax for the return journey -
praying that the heater will wo
Tt does

ASTROCALENDAR 1985 hopefully will be
available in for Herstmonceux 84.

1985 and comes

Letter

eiten wagetiosuity st R
meeting concerned that I was very gre
impressed by the accuracy of the i O
account of my character, as far as 1

tell myself. While the:
is severe doubt as to the 'scientific
respectability' of astrology in statistica
terms, as one of the humane disciplines
with a far longer historical pedigree than
any notion of ‘exact' science, it deserves
better respect than the howling abuse of
blinkered astronomers

Before condemning metaphysical systems we
had better realise that there is little
comfort to be had from the implacable
mathematics of the universe without some
system of belief.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Green

This publication is intended to bring
F.A.S. to the attention of
s of

ordinary me 1
Scietive, - Pufuce) tusuen depend
on your reacti £ you have

enjoyed reading the articles or if
you have any comments, for or
against, please write to the Editor
with your views.



NEWS ROUND-UP

Many thanks to Ken Marcus for standing
in for me for the last round-up. I was
otherwise engaged in the Sheffield A.S.

rk
sxaailons Tuco EnalaCE taty oot oz

hand - all that was lacking was someone
to do the work!

Work on repairing the shutters on the

meeting hut with old engine oil.
airty job for them:

Good weather during the May meeting

Regaeitn 5 et
issue of 'Polaris', section member:
HaneTbush-AcELgn = AnGa b e
McClean, taken with a Somm lens, shows
the Andromeda Galaxy but amazingly also
shows the Pinwheel Galaxy, M33, in
The photo, according to
the size of

processed although the report does
not say which filn he used.

During December 1983, two teams, one

structure of the Milky Way system long
before Herschel

The 10 inch Cassegrain reflector on loan
£rom Teeside Poly. is now available for
members to use. However, at the moment
they do not have any eyepieces and
members are requested to bring their own.

COVENTRY & WARWICKSHIRE AS: During
March some merbers travelled to
Northampton to the Northants Natural
History Society (Astro. Section) for a
talk by Patrick Moore.

Member Rob Moseley reports a fireball
sighniag on ApeLd Yen,

and Lyra, extinction just North o
Deneb. Greenish white, flaring vivid
red with 'Sparks' on extinction.
train left."

Blanked out by continuous cloud during
March and the arrival of B.S.T. meant
that observing at the College Qbservatory

nded until September. During the summer
or on the clock drive, done and shatters
will be carried out.

guide star-will be IOUnc SOMEWhAre
area around the object being phuthr.phed'
A visit is to be made to the Cambridge
University optical and Mullard Radio
Observatories in May.

EASTROURME hs:_ March 15th saw a display
Stand at the activities exhibil
Eintos el hoet. Htaiuec vss showe
in the society. A further display was
held at the Central Library during April. SHEFFIELD AS: Dominating the activities of
the society were the 50th Anniversary
celebrations. They commenced with a Civic
Reception on April 6th in the Town Hall,

A members evening in March was highly
Successful. A Mr. Whistler, gave a

brief description of the Brightling
y

entitled "Halley's Comet & The Pleiades Star
Cluster - November 1985".

contains a telescope as the remainder
Of the building has been converted as a
residence. Sounds most interesting
Eastbourne, tell us more.

The very next day was the Anniversary symposium

Updated publicity posters have been
produced by Catherine Ross.

A visit is to be organised to Henry
Hatfield's observatory

aloiiva | senstlg e the latest
by Shirley Bower wife of Vice-President
Gerry Bower.

he most important guest of the day was
undoubr.ed y the wife of our founder, Mrs Liv Co

er presence made the day just that much more
)mpeztnnt She wtn pressnted vith & bougist of
flowers by Janet Bowe

loss of contact with the speaker'!

There is to be another annual open week
at the observatory during the summe:
Honorary Secretary, Mrs Nora Betts was overcome
when we presented her with a certificate of
Life Membership for her tireless and dedicated
work.
The exhibition 'A Golden Age of Astronomy
& Space' at the City Museum was yet
another success.

The 1984 photographic competition had

An honour so thoroughly deserved.

It was certainly a memorable part of the

society s history and its success will be

remembered in years to cove.

Exposure was 1/4 - s - q

5 s gt ctib? The cbservatory is once again in operation

=" g following the construction of a new cell

umvcwoe, oassmurontes for the 12} inch.

Planning ahead - an exhibition is to be

Feld on March 1ot 1966 in Hanley's award
Britisn

Talk about

SOUTH WEST HERTS AS: At the meeting

The last major exhibition 'Man § The Stars'
which was opened by Reg Turnhill in 1980,
attracted over 26,000 vititors!

Good news on the observatory front in that
the electricity supply was restored
following gale damage to three supply
poles. focal lengths never presented itself to
him.

The 22 foot diameter dome of the Planetarium
is to receive a new inner skin for next
winter. The smooth interior of the dome is

Allan Swan has constructed an 'elegant

.M
the rising and setting times of celestial
e S .

WEST OF LONDON AS: The June meeting is
%o be devoted entirely to WOLAS members
and their gadgets. No talks, no theory -
ust telescopes, binoculars, computers

May was the 20th Anniversary of the first
foundations of the Nevchapel bservatoriss
complex. The complex is owned by four

amateurs and is operated independant of any

astronomical society. It is well worth a b Sl bl el

il Ring. O78L (50N venings and it is a good opportunity
to invite the public.

ORMELL AS: A 4 inch guide telescope for B

The May meeting had John Murray as

quest speaker. John has observed

position on the 10 inch. mateus reficotor n e ALMS of

Ph"lq faint "E”““"" “bj“"" Croydon to the splendid l-m telescope
B at Pic du Midi.

The same meeting was to announce the
winner of the month's heat of the observ-
ing contest for the Geoff Smith Trophy.
The contest is for all observations,
whether telescopic or not.

It is attached to the tube by two axtandlbl.
linkages and gives coverage of abol

square about the centre of the P =
view of the 10 inch. Hopefully a suitable



the regional representatives, these being
SAGAS Representative Mike Hapgoos

PiTeg Rappanstal
David White
Addresses for Council members can be
found in the end cover of the April 1984
FAS magazine, except for the newcomers.

Phone 021 472 4617
Offers around £30.

A Link has been established with a
Spanish astr oup. It would
seem they do most of the things WMAR
do except writing their magazine in
English. Translators get in touch!

Bob Owens, 3 Duxford Close, Llandaff,
Cardiff CFS 28R

David White, 54 Burr Street, Dunstable
Bedfordshire LUG 3AG

be paid now.

13, 15, 17, and 18 of the

constitution were amended at the AGM on

May 6th to allow this change. The
eration's accounting year remains

COMPETITION WINVERS at the Convention
of 12th May

Chairman, Alan Wells, reports on the
ine in the membership

Cotswold AS for the photographic compet-
ition, judged by Alan Dowdell. K
Afst(ns vere Lindley for the astro-art competition.

Alan Drummond

Tony Balfour HANDBOOK 1984/85 will be available in
Rosaery Mayloe the Autumn. The change of publication
en Marcus date parallels with the extension of
George Bolland the subscription year.
Brian Jones FAS TENTH ANNIVERSARY:

Michael Pace

TUART L

I am ashamed to say that I was well
Material for the next "Round-up" should FAs

sent to 16 Joan Lane,

Nr Rotherham, § Yorkshire

ciety New Editor

These make up the Council together with

stock and telescope to
However, the anniversars
e AGM, and it

aisplay
at the RGO on

saturday 6th October

photographs or other

UK suppliers of NASA space photos
Slide sets and space posters

am no longer able to produce fre
culars,

Send a 16p stamp for your
free catalogue

is Lancashire,
though the county boundary puts me in

Yorkshire.)

e member society has recently

resigned from the FAS on the grounds

SPACEPRINTS S e
Prospect House e
Station Road been supported in Sii;”?in&:;“mifme
Norton i
Stockton-on-Tees
Cleveland Eindin Satirday fone g5 et
TS20 INN bl e fig e

Rosemary Naylor ~Secretary FAS




X110 scale model of chs prom@iideiurn saeietorffocithe
TEUR ASTRONO! NTRE on the Yorkshire/Lancashire

the project can be obtained
111 Todmorden Road,

Facther nforation’Gh
A.E. to the A.A.

R NOCTURNAL

C.M. Lowne Esq

Pacing towscd he NareH,

with the

inner disc so that the drawing

arrow pointing down

aste a photocopy of the
aiagrans on, to card.

Cut out carefully around the thick lines.

Push a drawing pin through the centres of the discs (Marked X)
so that the small one rotates on the larger one.

To hold the drawing pin firmly, it can be pushed into a small
piece of wood at the back of the large disc

Stick the instructions on the back.

The competitions will be open to all
members regardless of whether or not they
attend, but those not attending should
please send the material in t:

George Bolland, 25 Deneside, East Dean,
Eastbourne BN20 OHY, ensuring that they
include sufficient stamps for return

make sure that your society has paid the
appropriate subscription.

Prizes will be awarded at the sole discretion
of the FAS Council and judges' decisions
will be final.

entered for any

tions, a ti
She'iten and the shotovcAgteTs

1. MAGAZINES Entries must consist of
two different issues only, each to have

b
October 1984. Each copy should be marked
with the Society name, Editors' name and
date of issue, and it would considerably
help if these could be posted to the
organisers before the event at the above
address.

2. ASTRO ART Paintings, sculpture, pottery,
pencil or ink drawings, in fact, any art form
Limited to six items per person.

3. TELESCOPES instruments must be
amateur constructed (apart from the optics).
There is no limit on the number of instrument
per person.

4. BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS
Any size, mounted on card ready for display
withisitie: Shiotorariie s address At Lotiet
Maximum six prints per person.

5. /coious promsmsuc o

NTS  Arrangements

BRITAINS NEWEST SUPPLIERS OF
COMPLETE ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES
& ACCESSORIES
* REFLECTORS FROM 6" TO 12"

* REFRACTORS

* BQUATORIAL MOUNTINGS

* EYEPIECES

* V. F.0's

* BINOCULARS

* BOOKS

* MYLAR SHEET

* MIRROR KITS

* ALUMINIZING SERVICE

* GAS HYPERSENSITIZING SVC

SEND STAMP FOR CATALOGUE T
BEACON HILL TELESCOPES,
112, MILL ROAD, CLEETHORPES,
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE, DN35 8JD.
\ TG o478 692959




